ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

Town  of  Palmer 

AND   OF  THE 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1927 


PALMER    REGISTER,  INC. 


Town  Officers— 1927 


Selectmen,  1  Year 

ANDREW  B.  RATHBONE,  Chairman 
FRANK  G.  ROGERS,  LUDWIK  MARCHELEWICZ 


Assessors 

DANIEL  V.  FOGTARY,  Chairman  Term  expires  1930 

DENNIS  E.  O'CONNOR  Term  expires  1929 

HENRY  L.  HOLDEN  Term  expires  1928 


Overseers  of  the  Poor 

THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD,  Chairman 

Term  expires  1928 
CHARLES  GIROUX,  M.  D.  Term  expires  1930 

PATRICK  H.  McKELLIGOTT  Term  expires  1929 

Town  Clerk 

JOHN  T.  BROWN  Term  expires  1930 

Town  Treasurer,  1  Year 
ROBERT  L.  McDONALD 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1  Year 
JOHN  T.  BROWN 
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Road  Commissioners 

Thomas  J.  Moran,  Chairman  Term  expires  1928 

John  J.  Conway  Term  expires  1929 

Homer  A.  Shaw  Term  expires  1930 

License  Commissioners,  1  Year 

Michael  J.  Sullivan,  Chairman 
Oscar  Bressette  Neil  McDonald 

Auditors,  1  Year 

Francis  C.  Horgan  Fred  S.  Potter 

Robert  J  Wilder  Howard  S.  Curtis* 

^Appointed  to  fill  vacancy  caused  by  death  of  Francis  C.  Horgan 

Constables,  1  Year 

Michael  Collins  John  H.  Dunn 

James  H.  MacGeachey  Thomas  W.  Holt 

Louis  N.  Pero 

Tree  Warden,  1  Year 

James  H.  MacGeachey 

School  Committee 

George  A.  Moore,  M.  D.,  Chairman  Term  expires  1930 

Everett  P.  Jewett,  M.  D.  Term  expires  1930 

Robert  E.  Faulkner  Term  expires  1929 

Dennis  J.  Horgan  Term  expires  1929 

John  F.  Shea  Term  expires  1928 

Jeremiah  J.  Kelly  Term  expires  1928 

Board  of  Health 

Jacob  P.  Schneider,  M.  D.  Chairman  Term  expires  1928 
M.  William  Holden  Term  expires  1929 

Willard  C.  Hitchcock  Term  expires  1930 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

David  L.  Bodfish,  Chairman  Term  expires  1929 

Albert  S.  Geer  Term  expires  1930 

Alden  P.  Knowlton  Term  expires  1928 

Planning  Board 

Harrie  M.  Howe,  Chairman  Term  expires  1930 

Edwin  J.  Duncan  Term  expires  1928 

Michael  J.  Sullivan  Term  expires  1928 

Frank  E.  Albro  Term  expires  1929 

Homer  A.  Shaw  Term  expires  1929 

M.  William  Hoiden  Term  expires  1930 


Report  of  Town  Clerk 


The  following  dog  licenses  were  issued  during  the 


484 
89 
74 
1 


year  ending  December  31,  1927: 

Males 

(1 

1926) 

Spayed  females 

(2 

1926) 

Females 

(1 

1926) 

Breeder's  Licenses 

Total  648 
Paid  County  Treasurer  $1,407.80 

RECORDED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31,  1927 


births 

239 

deaths 

122 

marriages 

102 

chattel  mortgages 

32 

discharges  of  mortgages 

8 

assignments  of  mortgages 

1 

assignments  of  wages 

4 

conditional  sales  contracts 

3 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  attention  of  parents  and  others  is  called  to  the 
following  Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  these 
records  should  be  correct.  If  any  errors  or  omissions  are 
discovered,  the  Town  Clerk  will  deem  it  a  favor  to  have 
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the  same  reported  to  him  at  once  and  he  will  make  the 
corrections  in  accordance  with  the  law.  Parents  should 
also  know  that  a  proper  return  of  birth  is  made,  as  it  may 
be  of  great  importance  in  after  life. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED 
IN  PALMER,  1927 

Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


January 


4    Stanley  Mietelski 

2 

8 

8  Stillborn 

8  Stillborn 

12    Jennie  Aniskiewicz 

5 

20 

12  Stillborn 

14  Stillborn 

14    Joseph  Flanagan 

4 

hours 

18  Stillborn 

21    Andrew  Buc 

56 

9 

27 

21    John  P.  O'Connor 

61 

3 

23 

22    Genoefa  Parda 

1 

9 

19 

23    Mary  Boldyga 

2 

8 

21 

27    Catherine  O'Connor 

63 

28    George  H.  Lamb 

73 

4 

2 

February 

3    Hermine  Smith 

64 

4    Abbie  E.  Green 

94 

0 

18 

8    Boleslava  Stachelak 

10 

2 

11 

8    Irene  Wilk 

14 

10    Veron'ca  Gozdur 

2 

11 

5 

15  Stillborn 

16    James  Cantwell 

1 

17    James  Blair 

64 

8 

5 

18    Constanty  Czajka 

1 
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Date  Name 


18  Delia  A.  Duncan 

23  Mary  Kobuz 

25  Andrew  Brosnan 

2G  John  Francis  Gilmartin 

March 

1  Stillborn 

6  Stillborn 

6  Carmelia  Orrechio 

10  William  J.  Nevue 

11  Barbara  J.  Jannard 
14  John  Szczygiel 

23  Elizabeth  S.  Conant 

27  Gertrude  E.  Campbell 

28  Catherine  O'Connor 
30  Joseph  Hryniewicz 

April 

1  Kathrine  Marchelewicz 

2  Hattie  C.  Parker 
9  Joseph  Camerlin 
9  Stillborn 

10  William  Dyson 

11  Nancy  M.  Marshall 
11  Julia  Vacher 

13  Stillborn 

16  Stillborn 

21  Joseph   S.  Kenyon 

24  Stillborn 

24  Elizabeth  Sealey 

29  Arstide  Dupont 

30  Stillborn 


May 

4  Mary  Finnerty 

5  Joseph  F.  Gerald 
8    John  I.  Witkowski 


Years    Months  Days 


46 

4 

27 

60 

69 

42 

62 

45 

10 

20 

20 

57 

55 

4 

16 

26 

2 

22 

78 

13 

6 

29 

9 

5 

24 

65 

1 

22 

3 

7 

14 

55 

6 

29 

72 

6 

9 

72 

3 

48 

11 

13 

92 

4 

6 

54 

19 

90 

11 

16 

89 

2 

10 

4 

28 
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Date  Name 

Years 

Months  Days 

16    Binns 

11 

hours 

27    Edward  Deslaurier 

14 

9 

29 

28    Benjamin  Johnson 

76 

3 

22 

31    Mary  A.  Dryden 

57 

4 

6 

31    Madeline  R.  Finnerty 

16 

7 

14 

June 

10    Mary  C.  Crimmins 

55 

3 

5 

15    Lucy  E.  Biron 

50 

6 

24 

23    Agnes  M.  Larkm 

8 

10 

23    Maria  Tobin 

66 

2 

23 

28    Charles  H.  Banister 

63 

7 

10 

July 

1    George  Valzoz 

8 

1  Stillborn 

6    Peter  Clemens 

41 

5 

5 

6    Joseph  Marhelewicz 

33 

3 

17 

10    Arthur  A.  Erickson 

29 

10 

7 

17    Mary  E.  Daly 

71 

3 

17 

20    Helen  J.  Young 

52 

9 

20 

August 

1    Francis  Horgan 

30 

11 

16 

13    Edwin  H.  Granat 

20 

8 

10 

13    Henry  Larkin 

35 

4 

4 

20  Stillborn 

23    Sarah  J.  Ritchie 

55 

2 

20 

29    Fred  L.  Cushing 

63 

4 

September 

5    Evaline  L.  Huntington 

81 

10 

25 

7    Frank  L.  Fish 

63 

11 

21 

9    Gloria  Gernon 

1 

6 

27 

9    John  J.  Sheehan 

76 

9 


Date    Name  Years    Months  Days 


13    Michael  Bzdula 

43 

1!)    Lillian  E.  Parkhurst 

57 

2 

5 

20    Sebastian  Walas 

50 

11 

24  Stillborn 

24    Irene  Pietrasiewicz 

8 

9 

25    Jane  Smith 

62 

6 

11 

26    John  Swiatlowski 

48 

27    Michael  St.  John 

67 

7 

18 

30    Claire  Desrosiers 

4 

5 

October 

8    Marie  B.  J.  Bleau 

4 

7 

15 

12    Nazer  Said 

50 

14    Gilbert  L.  Stevens 

6 

6 

4 

18    Mary  Fenton 

76 

5 

17 

22    Mary  Fitzgerald 

85 

2 

24    Sybil  C.  Fox 

18 

28 

24    Janice  M.  Fitzgerald 

12 

hours 

28    Mary  Robak 

41 

28  Stillborn 

29    Stephen  Montrey 

51 

10 

3 

November 

9    Albert  Nothe 

2 

12    Emily  E.  Hancock 

69 

1 

19 

15    Elizabeth  Flannagan 

2 

11 

7 

18    Joseph  Woisard 

84 

9 

12 

19    Catherine  O'Connor 

96 

11 

6 

19    Joseph  Brothers 

52 

23    Joseph  Dabkowski 

17 

25    John  E.  Kempton 

52 

10 

8 

27  Stillborn 

27    Timothy  McNamara 

51 

29    Mary  Jurczak 

1 

10 


Date  Name 


Years    Months  Days 


December 


1 

William  Coulter 

70 

3 

7 

2 

Joseph  Janik 

49 

10 

1 

12 

Marguerite  Rose 

36 

8 

23 

18 

Robert  H.  Cole 

66 

4 

23 

18 

Emory  Prouty 

68 

11 

11 

19 

Martin  T.  Huggard 

40 

1 

3 

21 

Mary  Mongeau 

75 

8 

29 

22 

Sarah  M.  Powell 

76 

5 

26 

29 

John  Dranka 

2 

minutes 

30 

John  Wilson 

76 

10 

21 

MARRIAGES 


Date 


Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


January 


1    Bekir  Abdurahim  Palmer 

3    Joseph   Sirard  Palmer 

6    John  J.  McKim 

Hartford,  Ct. 
17    Stanley  G.  Sturtevant 

Ware 

19    John  J.  Sullivan  Palmer 

22  Robert  W.  MacMillan 

Palmer 

23  Paul  H.  Frechette  Chicopee 
31    Frank  Lesniewski 

Southbridge 
31    Henry  Passy  Palmer 


Evelina  E.  (Dubuque)  Solomon 
Springfield 
Rosealma  (Lareau)  Daudelin 

Palmer 

Katherine  R.  Saunders 

Hartford,  Ct. 
Clara  A.  Bigda  Palmer 

Emma  B.  Buckner  Palmer 
Mildred  F.  Belle  Worcester 

Mary  R.  E.  Bonneville  Palmer 
Anna  (Murach)  Nietupska 

Palmer 
Veronika  (Mazur)  Ezorr 

Palmer 
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Date       Groom  Residence 


February 

3  William  M.  Moore  Palmer 
7  John  F.  Swist  Palmer 
9    George  E.  Buck,  Jr. 

Willimantic,  Ct. 
21    Juliy  Dziubrin  Palmer 

21  Julian  Nietupski  Palmer 
28    John  J.  Prindiville 

Framingham 

March 

19  Merrill  F.  Nevue  Palmer 
19    Adin  Ryder  Palmer 

25  John  J.  Nichols  Palmer 

26  Frederick  W.  Lemon 

Monson 


April 

2  Charles  J.  Kenyon  Palmer 
2    Howard  A.  Whitney 

Brimfield 

18  George  E.  St.  John  Palmer 

19  Arthur  A.  Reil  Palmer 

25  Almanzar  H.  LeBeau, 

Palmer 

26  Walter  Kartz  Palmer 


May 

3    John  Kochanek  Palmer 

9    Joseph  A.  Parda  Palmer 

14    Alfred  J.  LeBlanc  Palmer 

21    Douglas  J.  Odell  Palmer 


Bride  Residence 


Helen  M.  Rourke  Monson 
Julia  C.  Kusha  Palmer 
Minnie  M.  Oakes 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Rosalia  (Witkowski)  Abbos- 

zewicz  Palmer 
Mary  Kostrzeba  Palmer 
Hazel  A.  Dillon  Palmer 


Stella  Domoslawski  Holyoke 

Mary  M.  Wallace  Palmer 

Josephine  Verlotta  Monson 

Cora  E.  Beebe  Palmer 


Charlotte  P.  Fillmore  Palmer 

Eldrude  M.  Royce  Palmer 

Gertrude  DuBois  Ware 

Lea  Desforges  Ware 

Victoria  Mega  Palmer 

Blanche  Desmarais  Monson 


Apolonia  Gralinska  Palmer 

Mary  Lizak  Palmer 

Irene  A.  Racicot  Palmer 

Grace  E.  Freeman  Chicopee 
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Date 


Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


23  Joseph  J.  Topor  Palmer 
26  Lewis  L.  West  Palmer 
28    Alfred  S.  Bryan 

New  Britain,  Ct. 
31    Ralph  E.  Soucy 

Manchester,  N.  H. 


Anna  C.  Gula  Palmer 
Pauline  E.  Davenport  Brimfield 
Dorothy  E.  Gane  Palmer 

Dolores  G.  (Dandrew)  Derry 

Ellenburg,  N.  Y. 


June 


1  Philip  F.  Jones  Palmer 

4  Rheuben  W.  Mays  Palmer 

8  Harry  H.  Dewey  Palmer 

11  William  W.  Frost  Monson 

15  Ludger  Berthiaume  Palmer 

18  Frederick  J.  Hodson  Palmer 
20  Edward  Rusek  Palmer 
25    Alphonse  J.  Iadisernia 

Palmer 

27  Frank  Gaj  Chicopee 
27    Benjamin  F.  Noga  Palmer 

29  Raymond  E.  Towne 

Springfield 

30  Arthur  W.  Harris 

Springfield 
30    Edward  D.  O'Donnell 

Worcester 


Emma  L.  Lundstrom  Palmer 
Maria  Nadeau  Palmer 
Emily  L.  Darling  Ware 
Hazel  G.  Johnson  Palmer 
Cordelia  A.  (Belisle)  Bean 

Manchester,  N.  H. 
Esther  L.  Charles  Springfield 


Valeria  Kapinos 
Gladys  Duby 

Valeria  Dangello 
Mildred  Zabka 
Mary  H.  Connor 

Helen  L.  Weeks 

Ellen  M.  Sugrue 


Palmer 
Holyoke 

Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 

Palmer 

Palmer 


July 


4  Klemens  J.  Murdza  Palmer 

4  Joseph  Zelewicz  Palmer 

10  Isadore   Katz  Worcester 

11  Lucien  Dinelle  Palmer 
11  Leon  J.  LaRoache  Palmer 


Anna  (Litwak)  Fetela 

Hardwick 

Victoria  Krasowska  Palmer 
Eleanore  C.  Reozin  Worcester 
Mary  A.  Wrobel  Warren 
Violet  Johnson  Monson 
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Date  Groom 


Residence 


Bride 


Residence 


Teresa  A.  Powers  Wilbraham 


Florence  M.  Swaine 


12    Edward  C.  Fitzgerald 

Agawam 

23  Harold  E.  Fountain  Palmer  Bertha  E.  Martell 
23    Walter  E.  MacDonald 

Brookline 

25  Joseph  G.  Jacques  Palmer  Anna  M.  Menkalis 
25    Walter  Wyngowski 

Warren 

27    Lewis  E.  Lamson 

Belchertown 


Monson 
Palmer 

Palmer 
Palmer 


Philomena  Rusek 
Bessie  E.  Butt  Belchertown 


August 


3  Thomas  Sinclair  Palmer 

8  Edward  Molleur  Palmer 

8  J.  Louis  Rogers  Palmer 

16  Boleslaus  Kobus  Palmer 

22  Stephen  J.  Bigos  Palmer 

28  William  Goldfine  Worcester 


Agnes  (Kerr)  Berridge  Palmer 


Josephine  Chaput 
Flora  B.  Roberts 
Carolina  Laczenska 
Florida  A.  Renaud 
Anna  Goldman 


Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Worcester 


September 


5  Moise  Cadieux  Palmer 
5    Ignacy  Kobus  Palmer 

5  Stanley  J.  Mega  Palmer 
5    Joseph  Wloszczyna  Palmer 

13  Albert  MacLaughlm 

Worcester 

14  Alfred  A.  Langewald 

Holyoke 

19  John  Scesny  Fostoria,  Ohio 
19  Samuel  J.  Swain  Palmer 
26  Bronac  Samek  Palmer 
28    Arthur  M.  McCarthy 

Monson 


Florence  Monat  Palmer 
Maryanna   (Karpala)  Crickaj 

Southbridge 
Mary  Soltis  Easthampton 
Helena  Moniec  Palmer 
Blanche  E.  Allen  Palmer 

Lena  E.  Collis  Palmer 

Anna  Swist  Palmer 

Mary  A.  Midura  Palmer 

Jennie  Scieniewski  Warren 

Marie  V.  Dullahan  Palmer 
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Dats       Groom  Residence  Bride  Residence 


October 


1  Ralph  A.  Rivard  Palmer 
3  Joseph  J.  Bogacz  Palmer 
3  Generosa  Orecchio  Palmer 
3  Charles  S.  Sibley  Palmer 
8  Fred  Fell  Palmer 
10    Vernon  E.  Kempton  Palmer 

13  Elwin  0.  Maxwell  Monson 

14  Winfurd  Payne  Palmer 
19    Ethelbert  W.  Dunsmoor 

Hamp3en 

19  Edward  G.  Griffin  Palmer 
22  Fayette  Thompson  Palmer 
24    Aloysius  M.  Koslick 

Belchertown 
26  Ovela  J.  Woisard  Palmer 
29  Lionel  D.  Ellis  Palmer 
29  Emile  Foucher  Palmer 
31    Ernest  R.  Breault 

Springfield 


Lillian  Dube  Palmer 

Sophie  Topor  Palmef 

Palma  (Marra)  Poto  Monson 
Hazel  R.  Lamb      Stafford,  Ct. 

Astrid  D.  G.  Milde  Palmer 

Frances  D.  Mann  Palmer 

Alice  M.  Baker  Palmer 

Isabelle  A.  Stearns  Palmer 

Nellie  L.  Prentice  Palmer 

Katherine  A.  Sullivan  Palmer 

Ellen  E.  Johnson  Palmer 

Pauline  Bigda  Palmer 

Mary  A.  Riddle  Palmer 
Arline  F.  Brown  Springfield 

Susan  M.  Stevens  Palmer 

Marie  L.  Bouthillier  Palmer 


November 


3  Walter  P.  Gondela  Chicopee 
7    Lukas  Karanewsky  Palmer 

9  Ralph  W.  Folkins  Monson 
12    Louis  Coutere  Palmer 

21  Charles  R.  Holcomb 

Belchertown 

22  Joseph  M.  Pietrase  Palmer 
24    James  C.  O'Donnell 

Springfield 
24    Edmond  0.  Rainville 

Wilbraham 
28    Joseph  Zebrowski  Palmer 


Nellie  B.  Soltys  Palmer 
Mary  (Polkowski)  Banach 

Palmer 

Marion  L.  Blanchard  Palmer 
Alice  L.  (Mundell)  Pion 

Warren 

Stella  C.  Kubacki  Palmer 

Anna  S.  Czepiel  Palmer 
Katharine  M.  Dawson  Palmer 

Catherine  Sherwin  Wilbraham 

Marie  Brow  Palmer 
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December 


3  Edwin  J.  Duncan  Palmer 
10  Pete  Trombly  Palmer 
26    Andrew  Duquette  Palmer 


Phyllis  M.  Dean  Palmer 
Mary  A.  Dobiss  Palmer 
Alice  Plummer  Palmer 


BIRTHS 


Date     Name  of  Child 


Parents 


January 


3    Lloyd  Ralph  Vight 

5  John  Sinclair,  Jr. 

6  James  Francis  Blair 


Otto  and  Grace 
John  and  Violet 
Stewart  and  Lily 


9 

10 
12 
14 

14 
14 
15 
15 
17 
18 
18 
18 
21 
23 
24 
24 
25 


Agnes  Maureen  Dunphy 
Edward  Par  do 


Joseph  Flannagan 

Ronald  Looney 

Julia  Kapedian 

Irene  Jennie  Petraslewicz 

Antonina  Anna  Czonka 


Arthur  Omer  Parent 
Gertrude  Anna  Tyksinski 
Alice  Therese  Griffin 
Walter  Albert  Heintz 
Donald  Belisle 
Franciszek  Tadeus  Boldyga 
Irene  Marie  Ditto 


Harry  A.  and  Helena 
Wicenty  and  Julia 


Tromas  and  Lempi 
Thomas  F.  and  Catherine 
Samuel  and  Julia 
William  and  Josephine 
Louis  and  Mary 


Arthur  and  Alberta 
John  and  Cecelia 
John  F.  and  Julia 
Walter  A.  and  Lillian 
David  and  Catherine 
Julian  and  Mary 
Peter  T.  and  Eva 
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Date      Name  of  Child 


Parents 


25  Florence  Lena  Papillon 

25  Irene  Wilks 

28  Ector  Joseph  Brothers 

29  Everett  Thomas  Smith 
31  Arthur  Chalue,  Jr. 


Felix  L.  Papillon 
Edward  and  Julia 
Ector  and  Marie 
Moses  and  Anna 
Arthur  and  Margaret 


February 


2 
2 
5 
5 
5 
6 
7 
9 
10 
11 
11 
12 
13 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
17 
17 
18 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
27 


Sofia  Niemiec 

Joseph  Neale  Partello 

Sofia  Gondek 

Marie  Magdeline  Cordelia  Paquette 

Barbara  Pearl  Valdrow 

Earn  McKee 

Louisa  Kulig 

Miriam  Winer 

Elizabeth  Moffett  Cole 


Antoni  Harry  Dymek 

William  McTigue 

Anthony  Joseph  Pardo 

Zofia  Wawrznek 

William  Kendrick  Morrison,  Jr. 


John  James  Cantwell 
Constanty  Czajka 
Mary  Margaret  Phaneuf 
Rose  Santos 
Adele  Janulewicz 
Barbara  Jane  Jannard 
Louis  Bufids 
Charles  Toshikian 


Stanislaw  and  Marya 
George  W.  and  Alice 
Michael  and  Agnes 
Almanzard  and  Amanda 
William  L.  and  Leocadie 
Thomas  W.  and  Margaret 
Thomas  and  Felixa 
John  and  Yetta 
David  and  Eliza 


Antoni  and  Marguerite 
Philip  E.  and  Emma 
Joseph  and  Katherine 

Wladyslaw  and  Malvina 
William  K.  and  Mary 


Thomas  P.  and  Mary 
Antoni  and  Anasthasia 
Walter  J.  and  Mary 
Anthony  and  Albertine 
Wladyslaw  and  Victoria 
Theodore  and  Mary  A. 
Evangelos  and  Katherine 
Charles  S.  and  Lucy  E. 


Doris  Dupre 
Henry  Kokoszka 


John  C.  and  Annabelle 
Szymon  and  Agatha 


March 


3    Edward  Kamik 

3    Robert  Donald  Bengle 


Albert  and  Louise 
Henry  and  Antoinette 
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Date     Name  of  Child 


Parents 


6 
7 
11 
14 
16 
24 
25 
28 
28 
29 
30 
31 
31 


Edmund  Miesczylaw  Frydryk 


Antonl  and  Agnes 


Anna  Stolarz 
Julius  Joseph  Kalczynski 
John  Eugene  Charbonneau 
Joseph  Donald  Philibotte 


Chester  Kamik 
Miczyslaw  Sasor 
Stacia  Piechota 
Marie  Claire  Sullivan 
Jerin  Elizabeth  Hickey 
Walter  Garcaz 


Antoni  and  Mary 
Joseph  and  Mary~ 
Eugene  M.  and  Georgianna  D. 

Joseph  and  Beatrice 


Joseph  and  Annie 
Antoni  and  Ludwika 
John  and  Kate 
Jerry  and  Nora 
Frank  and  Sarah 
Victor  and  Julia 


April 


1 
1 

2 
2 
4 
5 
6 
6 
6 
9 
12 
12 
13 
14 
16 
16 
23 
24 
25 
26 
30 
30 


Barbara  Diantha  Hobson 
Leroy  James  Johnson 
Mary  Eileen  Belisle 
Arthur  Charles  Butcher 
Richard  Robert  Dupont 
Rodolph  Gadzenski 
Anna  Dalton 
John  Paine  Kempton 
Emilia  Starsiak 


Marion  Ida  Brown 

Marie  Fabiola  Jeanne  Fortier 


Mary  Alice  St.  George 
Raymond  Arthur  Booth 


Ferdinand  Ziobrowski 


Stanislaw  Andrew  Krawiec 
Florence  Elaine  Bechard 


Ernest  E.  and  Hazel 
Ralph  E.  and  Beatrice 
George  and  Irene 
Louis  and  Anna 
Homer  J.  and  Alice 
Walter  and  Aniela. 
Walter  F.  and  Mary 
Reginald  C.  and  Odna. 
Michael  and  Agnes 


Raymond  and  Mary 
Arthur  and  Beatrice 


Ambrose  and  Margaret 
Hubert  and  Myrtie 


Eustachijurz  and  Annie 


Andrew  and  Katarzyna 
Felix  and  Mary 


Irene  Mary  Wojcik 


Wladyslaw  and  Tekla 
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Date      Name  of  Child 


Parents 


May 


3 
3 
12 
12 
13 
14 
15 
15 
16 
17 
23 
26 
28 
31 


Stephen  Matthew  Kajka 
Klara  Tatara 


Aleksander  and  Rosalia 
Joseph  and  Dorothy 


Robert  James  Sargent 
Shirley  Marion  Bradley 
Wilfred  Palin 
Oliver  Armand  Beauregard 

  Binns 

Theodore  Albert  Zebrowski 
Barbara  Marie  Moriarty 
Leona  Irene  Santucci 
Rose  Bielenski 
Irene  Helen  Broton 
Mary  Madeline  Bengle 


Harold  W.  and  Ann 
Charles  and  Dorothy 
George  and  Eva  M. 
Oliver  and  Helen 
Herbert  and  Hannah  P. 
Albert  and  Katarzyna 
Timothy  and  Esther 
Leopold  and  Mildred 
John  and  Julia 
Adam  and  Mary 
Emile  and  Elsie 


June 


1 

Sydney  Wallace  Clark 

Walter  and  Susie 

2 

Arthur  Albert  Berthiaume 

Henry  and  Alma 

2 

Antoni  Kostrzeba 

Walenti  and  Theophila 

2 

Lottie  J.  Smith 

William  F.  and  Lydia  C. 

3 

Edmund  Giza 

Frank  and  Carolina 

7 

Stanley  G.  Carleton 

George  W.  and  Blanch  M. 

7 

Edward  Gustafson 

Gustaf  and  Hazel 

7 

Margaret  Sullivan 

Cornelius  and  Lucy 

11 
13 
19 

Jean  M.  DuComb 

Clarence  G.  and  Alice  M. 

Eleanor  Ann  Russell 

Joseph  and  Mildred 

21 

Robert  Oliver  Ellis 

Harry  T.  and  Gladys 

2Z 

Marie  Beauregard 

Eugene  and  Mary 

26 

Carolyn  Alice  Branford 

Edward  W.  and  Millie 

26 

Wladyslaw  Maryan  Wlodyka 

Maryan  and  Sarah 

27 

Blanche  Doris  Kartz 

Walter  and  Blanche 

30 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Doyle 

William  J.  and  Helen 

30 

Irene  Kulpa 

Michael  and  Katarzyna 

30 

Julia  Theresa  Milewski 

Stanislaw  and  Mary 

1!) 


Date     Name  of  Child 


Parents 


July 


1  

2  Helen  Rose  Labonte 

3  Edward  Zajac 

4  Francis  Banczek 

4  Richard  Daniel  Ramadon 

5  Margaret  Anne  Frechette 
7  Norma  May  Edwards 

7  Doris  May  Hobbey 

8  Alfred  Arthur  Meikle 

9  Edward  Swiderski 

12  Richard  Noble  Hicks 

13  Paul  Nahabedian 

14  Cecilia  Czupryna 

14  Irene  Sophie  Muniec 
15:  Cornelius  Harrington 

15  Earl  Edward  Miller 

16  Joseph  Frank  Trzepacz 

17  Frank  Ellis  Mansfield 

17  Henry  Stabeck 

18  Ann  Jane  Hamilton 

18  George  Harris  White 

19  Frederick  Bigda 

22  Robert  John  Smith 

25  Edward  Pitoniak 

25  Bronislaw  Zagrainczny 

20  James  Edward  Shea 
30  Helena  Dojka 


Leo  and  Laura 
Martin  and  Antonia 
Jan  and  Aniela 
Abraham  and  Evelyn 
Paul  and  Edna 
Harold  T.  and  Doris  M. 
Harry  H.  and  Pearl 
Alfred  and  Ella 
John  and  Mary 
William  S.  and  Catherine 
Richard  and  Nevart 
Franriszek  and  Bronislawa 
Victor  and  Mary 
Cornelius  D.  and  Rose 
Earl  E.  and  Evelyn 
Andrew  and  Josephine 
Charles  O.  and  Mabel 
Jacob  and  Steckla 
Samuel  N.  and  Sarah 
George  H.  and  Sydna  F. 
Peter  and  Apolonia 
Grover  C.  and  Lena 
John  A.  and  Margaret  A. 

Frank  and  Nellie 
James  F.  and  Sophia 
Tomasz  and  Anna 


August 


2  Edmund  Wojtowicz 

3  John  Edwin  Hawkins 
5  Louis  Boldyga 

5  W.:lliam  Russel  Donovan 

5  Joseph  Michael  Shea 

6  Barbara  Alice  Johnson 
9  Alice  Mikodem 

9  Jennie  Nellie  Sarno 


Frank  and  Julia 
John  H.  and  Ruby 
Ludwik  and  Marya 
Joseph  E.  and  Blanche 
Joseph  M.  and  Margaret  M. 

Thowald  and  Mary 
Joseph  and  Anna 
John  and  Magdeline 
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Date      Name  of  Child 


Parents 


11 

11 
11 

13 
13 
17 

19 
20 
20 
21 
27 


James  Wilfred  Austin 
Thomas  Disley 
George  Pikul 

Laurence  Howard  Burke  Royce 
Mildred  Theresa  Wysmulek 
Josephine  Szezebak 
Teresa  Mary  Allen 
Mary  Margaret  McCann 


Gaston  Gille  Deslongchamps 
Richard  John  McGrath 


John  F.  and  Mabel 
Frederick  and  Aurore 
Jan  and  Bronislawa 
Gordon  C.  and  Anna 
Franciszek  and  Theophila 
Lawrence  and  Mary 
Shirley  J.  and  Mary  A. 
Joseph  and  Mary 


William  and  Yvonne 
William  E.  and  Anna  E. 


September 


1 
7 
15 
21 
22 
23 
24 
26 
26 


Edward  Henry  Nichols,  Jr. 
Russell  Frederick  Calkins 
Clara  Tukla  Skowyra 
Eleanor  May  Warshauer 
John  Verner  Brown 
Dorothy  Nizolek 


Marjorie  Therese  Dion 
Irene  El.zabeth  Laviolette 


Edward  H.  and  Anna 
Wilfred  L.  and  Ethel 
Joseph  and  Bertha 
Alexander  and  Anna  E. 
John  V.  and  Mabel 
John  and  Katherin 


John  and  Marie 
Romuald  and  Eva 


October 


1 

Helen  Balon 

Francis  and  Sophie 

4 

Betty  Jane  ,Fox 

William  and  Sibyl 

6 

Willard  Adams  Fuller 

Arthur  L.  and  Laura 

7 

Ruth  Eileen  Furey 

Joseph  A.  and  Ellen 

9 

Thomas  Sausville 

Thomas  and  Emma 

11 

Isabelle  Alice  Broga 

Harry  and  Dora 

12 

Betty  Ann  Cameron 

W.  Leslie  and  Esther 

13 

Stephania  Skowran 

Franciszek  and  Marya 

13 

Emerson  William  Wickman 

Carl  E.  and  Mildred  M. 

14 

Luraine  Fitch 

Wilfred  and  Marion 

14 
16 
17 

Kenneth  Harvey 

James  and  Anna 

Walter  Kasperzak 

Walter  and  Nellie 

23 

Janice  Mary  Fitzgerald 

Clifford  T.  and  Catherine 

26 

Arnold  Maynard  Gervais 

Jerry  C.  and  Lucy 

28 

Leonard   Donald  Brodeur 

William   and  Eva 
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Date     Name  of  Child 


Parents 


November 


3 
3 
5 
6 
6 
7 
9 
15 
16 
16 
19 
17 
17 
18 
19 
20 
23 
23 
24 
27 
28 
29 
30 
30 


Raymond  Joseph  Beleck 
Ingrid  Christina  Carlson 
Constance  Lucile  Pero 
Joseph  Dumkowski 
Czeslaw  Wosik 
Bernice  Mabel  Tucker 
Joseph  Armand  Edward  Bleau 
Marie  Rose  Anita  Paquette 
William  Francis  Karlon 
Czeslaw  Kulis 


Priscilla  May  Canning 


Edward  John  Tenczar 
Robert  Benedetti 
Alice  Kempisty 
George  John  Kudla 
John  Shepard  Hamilton 
Irene  Theresa  Wrobel 


Mary  Jurczyk 
Stanislaw  Parda 
Elsie  Starzyk 
Harry  Rego  Swanson 


Jan  and  Aniela 
John  A.  and  Greta  E. 
William  J.  and  Loretta  H. 
Franciszek  and  Mary 
Jan  and  Zophie 
Harry  and  Alexena 
Albert  and  Adrienne 
Oscar  and  Imelda 
Adam  and  Josephine 
Peter  and  Aleksandra 


Ralph  and  Margaret 


Edward  J.  and  Bernice 
Alphonse  and  Jennie 
Anthony  and  Katherine 
Victor  and  Stella 
James  E.  and  Mabel 
Wincenty  and  Karoline 


Jan  and  Victoria 
Stanislaw  and  Marya 
Joseph  and  Bronislawa 
John  and  Signe 


December 


11 
12 
14 
19 
21 
21 


William  Anthony  Rauch 
Frances  Ann  Haley 
Edward  Lareau 
Alexander  Piechota 
Chester  Lemanski 
Imogene  Bennett 
Stephen  Sawicki 
Anna  Karolina  Rusek 


Julius  and  Myrtle 

Francis  B.  and  Pearl 
Victor  and  Aldea 
Joseph  and  Josie 
Boleslaw  and  Alexandra 
George  L.  and  May 
Joseph  and  Josephine 
Edward  and  Viola 


Francis  Earl  Hayden 


Francis  H.  and  Thelma 
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Date      Name  of  Child 


Parents 


21  Anthony  Michal  Zieminski 

22  Stanley  Frank  Mowduk 

24  Olive  Genevieve  Bernat 
24  

25  Mildred  Claire  Adams 

25  Patricia  Rose  Palin 

26  George  Francis  Prouty 
28  Edith  Audria  Barton 

28  Margaret  Catherine  Dwyer 

29  Jan  Dranka 

30  Arlene  Fay  Fulton 


Lawrence  and  Karolina 
Michael  and  Rose 
Antoni  and  Julia 


Kenneth  D.  and  Grace  E. 

Ulric  T.  and  Agnes  V. 
Pearley  J.  and  Bertha  F. 
Raymond  and  Nora 
Thomas  H.  Jr.,  and  Libera 
Andrew  and  Katarzyna 
George  and  Eva 


JOHN  T.  BROWN, 

Clerk 


Report  of  Town  Bookkeeper 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Palmer,  Massachusetts 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  of  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the  Town  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December 
31,  1927. 


RECEIPTS 


TAXES 


Current  Year: 


Poll 

Personal 
Real  Estate 
Street  Sprinkling 


$  4,794.00 
53,299.35 
152,969.76 
803.35 


$211,866.46 
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Previous  Years 

Poll  572.00 

Personal  5,374.19 

Real  Estate  23,523.52 

Street  Sprinkling  217.83 


$  29,687.54 


From  State 


Corp.  Tax,  Public  Service  5,802.99 

Corp.  Tax,  Business  39,028.46 

Income  Tax  49,405.60 

National  Bank  Tax  636.72 

Trust  Co.  Tax  65.47 


$  94,939.24 

Total  $336,493.24 


LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 


Junk  52.00 

Pedlars  153.00 

Sunday  126.00 
Pool,  Billiard  and  Bowling  70.00 
Agents,  Garage,  Auto  22.00 

Bus  190.00 

Common  Vict,  and  Inn  Holders  114.00 
Transient  Venders  16.64 


$  743.64 
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FINES  AND  FORFEITS 

Court  Fines  2,247.95 

$  2,247.95 


GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 
Dog  Licenses  1,230.76 

$  1,230.76 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Sale  of  Knox  Fire  Truck  187.50 

$  187.50 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 
Use  of  Town  Hall  195.00 


$  195.00 
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INSPECTION 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  179.91 

$  179.91 


HEALTH 

Tuberculosis 
State  438.64 


$  438.64 

Licenses 


Alcohol  19.00 

Bottling  15.00 

Druggists  3.00 

Milk  52.50 

Undertakers  4.00 


$  93.50 


HIGHWAYS 


Sewer  Permits  425.00 

Sale  of  Old  Material  4.65 

Use  of  Tractor  15.00 

State  for  Belchertown  Road  1,350.00 

County  for  Belchertown  Road  1,350.00 

Sidewalks  1,093.46 

Bridges  32.14 

Use  of  Town  Truck  20.00 

Use  of  Steam  Roller  746.50 

Claims  9.99 


$  5,046.79 


CHARITIES 


Town  Infirmary 


Produce  1,849.63 
Stock  67.65 
Board  1,082.71 


$  2,999.99 


Reimbursements 

Individuals  216.43 
Other  Cities  and  Towns  488.02 
State  1,142.06 


$  1,846.51 

State  or  Military  Aid  144.00 

$  144.00 


EDUCATION 


Tuition  5,916.92 

Sale  of  Books  and  Supplies  166.09 
Rent  of  Auditorium  and  Gymnasium  580.50 

Balance  on  Portable  Building  120.00 

Comm.  of  Mass.,  Vocational  3,869.69 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  335.14 

Miscellaneous  107.61 


$  11,095.95 
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CEMETERY 

163.00 
1,373.00 
101.00 
459.35 
448.56 


$  2,544.91 

$  2,544.91 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 
Anticipation  of  Taxes  275,000.00 


INTEREST 

On  Deposits 

"  Taxes 

"  Perpetual  Care  Funds 

"  Merrick  Fund 

"  Thompson  Fund 

"  Surplus  War  Bonus  Fund 


$  4,216.63 


Sale  of  Lots 
Care  of  Lots 
Grading 
Opening  Graves 
Foundations 


1,401.05 
1,459.38 
832.09 
38.26 
45.17 
440.68 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  700.00 


700.00 
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REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Loss  of  Taxes  81.96 

Surplus  War  Bonus  Fund  5,045.11 

Freight  on  Knox  Marker  5.14 

Education  43.36 

Town  House  8.05 

Support  of  Poor  108.70 


$  5,292.32 

Total  Receipts  $650,697.24 
Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1927  71,891.65 


$722,588.89 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Amount 

Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 

Selectmen : 

Salaries  1,000.00       850.00  150.00 

General  Expenses  500.00       497.68  2.32 

Contingent  1,800.00  —812.71 

Selectmen  1,331.14 
Town  House  199.07 
Town  Dump  720.50 
Fires  Outside  District  362.00 
Auditing  &  Accounting  1490.00 

1926  Acct.  Balance    90.00  90.00 
Accounting  1,400.00  90.00 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 

Treasurer : 

Salary  1,500.00  1,500.00 

Bond  &  Other  Expenses  327.50 

Surety  Bond  127.50 

Stationery  and  Postage  49.66 

Printing  18.00 

Miscellaneous  Expenses  52.68  79.66 

Collectors : 

Salary  on  1925  Acct.  120.00 

Salary  on  1926  Acct.  180.00  120.00 

Salary  on  1927  Acct.  1,200.00       900..00  300.00 

Bond  &  Other  Expenses  555.00 

Bond  255.00 

Stationery  &  Postage  150.38 

Printing  &  Advertising  56.50 

Telephone  30.00 

Sundry  Expenses  49.54  13.58 

Assessors : 

Salaries  2,400.00  2,400.00 

Salaries  1926  Acct.  62.50  62.50 

Clerical  Work  400.00  ,400.00 

Remaping  Thorndike  200.00  200.00 

Other  Expenses  1,000.00 

Interpreter  25.00 

Stationery  &  Postage  5.66 

Printing  &  Advertising  566.59 

Transportation  100.60 

Sundry  Expenses  74.80  227.35 

Insurance  500.00 

Insurance  475.02  24.98 


31 


Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Town  Clerk: 

Salary 
Dog  Tags 
Other  Expenses 
Bond 

Stationery  &  Postage 
Printing  &  Advertising 
Sundry  Items 

License  Commissioners 

Typewriting 

Town  Engineer: 

Salary 

Law  Department: 

Salary,  Expenses  &  Claims 
Salary 
Claims 

Sundry  Items 

Town  Offices: 

Rent 
Care 
Light 

Election  &  Registration 

Registrars 
Precinct  Officers 
Rent 


450.00  450.00 

25.00  21.40  3.60 
100.00 

5.00 
8.92 
61.40 

5.35  19.33 

25.00 

5.00  20.00 


50.00  50.00 


1,500 

600.00 
324.59 
26.71  548.70 

1850.00 

1,500.00 
300.00 
46.48  3.52 

700.00 

100.00  • 
294.00 
89.00 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 

Transportation  4.00 
Meals  6.75 
Printing,  Adv.,  Postage  66.70  139.55 


Total  for  General  Government  $17,095.12 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Police : 

Salaries 

Chief  2,500.00  2,500.00 

Deputy  Chief  2,000.00  2,000.00 

Day  Patrol  1,800.00  1,800.00 

Extra  Patrol  1,800.00  1,800.00 

Night  Police  2,737.40  2,737.50 

Special  Police  1,400.00  1,367.50  32.50 

Incidentals                      200.00  144.29  55.71 

Lockup:  1,490.00 

Rent  1,250.00 

Care  240.00 

Light  49.24 

Telephone  36.00  —80.22 

Chief's  Office  346.50 

Rent  180.00 

Light  22.70 

Telephone  36.00  107.80 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Fire: 

Auto  Fire  Truck  275.00 

Oil  and  Gas  15.84 
Repairs  34.80 
Storage  12.00  212.36 


Sealers : 

Salary  500.00  500.00 

Other  Expenses  125.00 

Transportation  138.75 

Equipment  and  Repairs  31.85 

Telephone  23.81 

Sundry  Expenses  14.41     — 83.82 


Moth:  1,300.00 

Superintendent  385.00 

Labor  774.50 

Transportation  203.00 

Other  Expenses  11.13    — 73.63 


Tree: 

Wages  of  Warden  100.00  100.00 

Other  Expenses  100.00 

Labor  132.71 

Auto  8.71  —41.42 

Forest  Fires:  800.00 

Labor  829.60 
Truck  10.00 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 

Equipment  and  Repairs  50.36 
Telephone  30.00 
Sundry  Items  14.69  —134.65 


Total  for  Protection  of  $17,484.39 
Persons  and  Property 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Health: 

Salary  of  Board  175.00  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00  100.00 

General  Expenses  1,550.00 

Hospital  Board  &  Treatment  867.55 

Fumigation  44.75 

Telephone  32.50 

Sundry  Items  25.76  579.44 

District  Nurse  1,000.00  1,000.00 

Vital  Statistics  700.00 

Births  346.00 

Deaths  88.75 

Marriages  52.50  212.75 

Toxin-Antitoxin  500.00 

Administration  557.05     —  57.05 

Inspection:  1,000 

Animal  340.98 

Meat  116.90 

Milk  283.18  258.94 


Total  for  Health  and  Sanitation  $4,030.92 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


HIGHWAYS 


Highways: 


General  Repairs  15,500.00 

Supt.  1,023.76 

Clerk  187.50 

Labor  5,665.81 

Trucks  and  Auto  872.81 

Stone,  Gravel,  etc.  4,465.96 

Oil,  Fuel  and  Gasoline  2,226.15 

Equipment  and  Repairs  656.48 

Telephone  120.84 

Sundry  Items  258.38  22.31 

Street  Sprinkling: 

Oil  913.47 

Labor  83.00 


Removal  of  Snow  and  Ice  3,000.00 

Supt.  215.25 

Labor  1,241.61 

Trucks  892.53 

Equipment  and  Repairs  403.01 

Oil  and  Gasoline  239.17 

Other  Expenses  8.43 

Bridges:  1,500.00 

Supt.  73.50 

Labor  292.73 

Trucks  and  Auto  40.48 
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Department 


Appropriation  Expended 
and  Reserve  Fund 


Balance 


Repairs 
Materials 


7.41 
645.73 


453.90 


Railings : 

Supt. 
Labor 

Trucks  and  Auto 

Materials 
Belchertown  Road — Town 
From  State 
From  County 

Surveying 

Supt. 

Labor 

Trucks 

Equipment  and  Repairs 
Trap  Rock,  Gravel  &  Coal 
Culvert 
Freight 

Other  Expenses 


400.00 


1,350.00 
1,350.00 
1,350.00 


24.49 
64.70 
11.26 
171.13 


182.80 
168.88 
2,267.40 
631.88 
49.21 
276.98 
28.02 
440.02 
4.81 


114.67 


Sewers  and  Culverts: 

Clerk 
Supt 
Labor 
Trucks 

Tools  and  Equipment 
Pipe  and  Fittings 
Oil,  Cement,  etc. 


3,000.00 


31.25 
386.77 
1,468.62 
173.98 
584.00 
135.31 

82.08 


137.99 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Gay  Ave.  Sewer:  4,000.00 

Supt.  143.51 

Labor  1,423.45 

Auto  59.62 

Materials  and  Repairs  1,272.08 

Surveying  &  Inspecting  177.36 

Other  Items  37.38  886.60 

Sidewalk  Repairs:  2,400.00 

Supt.  31.37 

Labor  239.28 

Auto  18.00 

Surveying  133.00 

Other  Expenses  8.17 

Contract  Work  1,863.38  106.80 

Curbing:  1,250.00 

Supt.  57.88 

Labor  308.17 

Trucks  105.37 

Curbing  633.39 

Freight  126.74 

Surveying  16.00 

Other  Expenses  2.45 

Street  Lighting:  14,462.00 

As  per  Contract  14,534.04  —72.04 


Total  for  Highways  $48,908.24 
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Department 


Appropriation  Expended 
and  Reserve  Fund 


Balance 


CHARITIES 


Salaries  of  Board 
Town  Physician 
Clerical  Work 


600.00 
200.00 
300.00 


General  Support  of  Poor  25,000.00 

Town  Farm: 

Warden 
Labor 

Groceries  and  Provisions 
Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 
Fuel  and  Light 
Hay  and  Grain 
Equipment  and  Repairs 
Telephone 
Sundry  Items 


600.00 
200.00 
300.00 


1,200.00 
990.75 
798.19 
214.45 
439.97 

1,194.98 
259.02 
40.94 
158.17 


Outside  Poor: 

Cash  5,616.88 

Rent  1,757.57 

Provisions  7,031.89 

Clothing  1,097.61 

Fuel  912.25 

Board  and  Care  769.95 

Medicine  and  Med.  Attendance  1,033.12 

Stationery,  Printing  &  Postage  36.66 

Sundry  Items  389.98 


1,057.62 


Wing  Mem.  Hosp.  500.00 
Expended  for  Care  &  Treatment 


474.72 


25.28 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Soldiers'  Relief:  1,000.00 

Aid  rendered  622.00  378.00 

State  Aid:  144.00 


Total  for  Charities  $26,283.10 
EDUCATION 

School: 

General  Fund  179,447.11 
Smith-Hughes  Fund  335.14 
Refunds  43.36 

General  Expenses: 

Superintendent  4,999.92 

Clerical  Work  2,045.12 

Truant  Officer  139.20 

Printing,  Stationery  &  Postage  252.12 

Telephone  542.19 

Transportation  44.30 

Sundry  Items  49.36 

School  Census  117.05 

Teachers'  Salaries: 

High  21,970.60 

Elementary  80,635.31 

Text  Books  and  Supplies: 

High: 

Books  662.36 

Supplies  1,736.67 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Elementary 

Books  2,109.76 
Supplies  1,957.79 


Tuition : 

All  Tuition  1,274.50 


Transportation : 

High  4,128.20 
Elementary  5,141.05 


Janitor's  Service 

High  1,372.64 

Elementary  8,408.79 

Fuel  and  Light: 

High  2,182.80 

Elementary  5,646.44 


Maintenance  of  Bldgs.  and  Play  Grounds: 

High  867.04 
Elementary  2,077.30 


Furniture  &  Furnishings 


High 

Elementary 


139.08 
418.18 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 


and  Reserve  Fund 

Other  Expenses: 

Diplomas  and  Grad.  Exercises  41.96 

Miscellaneous  Printing  483.40 

Nurse  1,637.42 

Lunch  Room  444.00 

Insurance  1,993.27 
Medical  Aid  and  Toxin-Antitoxin  1,350.00 

Sundry  Items  1,448.87 

Music,  Manual  Training  and 
Drawing 

Music  Instructor  1,570.00 

Music  and  Books  169.15 
Manual  Training  &  Drawing 

Instructor  1,542.13 

Drawing  Materials  455.97 

Transportation  76.25 

Other  Expenses  9.81 

Commercial 

Instructors  2,098.50 

Assistants  4,209.50 

Machines  424.50 

Text  Books  148.13 

Supplies  208.74 

Other  Expenses  12.73 

Continuation : 

Truant  Officers  22.50 

Teachers  4,106.50 

Clerk  220.00 
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Department 


Appropriation  Expended  Balance 
and  Reserve  Fund 


Janitors  1,210.00 
Provisions,  Supplies  and  Materials  723.41 


Transportation 
Other  Expenses 


565.85 
95.63 


Americanization : 

Teachers 

Clerk 

Janitor 

Books  and  Supplies 
Transportation 
Other  Expenses 


1,157.63 
100.00 
242.00 
9.65 
22.80 
15.00 


Repairs : 

High: 

Carpentery  and  Painting  62.49 

Plumbing  and  Elec.  Repairs  199.24 

Sundry  Expenses  237.68 

Elementary : 

Carpentry  and  Painting  9.25 

Plumbing  and  Elec.  Repairs  427.11 

Concrete  Floor  300.00 

Wire  Fence  549.22 

Sundry  Expenses  187.06 


2,120.49 


Wire  Mill  School: 

Bal.  of  Appropriation  6,749.69 

Contract  Work  6,366.78 
Furnishings  for  Wire  Mill 

School  1,576.02  1,576.02 


382.91 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Thorndike  Grammar  School 

Land  950.00  950.00 


Total  for  Education  $186,597.92 


LIBRARY 

Young  Men's  Library  Assn.  4,000.00  4,000.00 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Memorial  Day 

200.00 

145.63 

54.37 

Town  Clock 

50.00 

50.00 

Printing  and  Distributing 

Town  Reports 

900.00 

791.90 

108.10 

Hampden  County  Tuber- 

cular Hospital 

944.05 

944.05 

Agricultural  Demonstration 

500.00 

500.00 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Insurance 

950.00 

985.99 

—  35.99 

Total  for  Unclassified        $  3,417.57 


CEMETERIES 


Care  and  Maintenance  3,500.00 

Secretary  150.00 
Labor  2,903.08 
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Department  Appropriation       Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Truck  161.50 
Loam  28.00 

Tools  136.47 
Telephone  39.60 
Cement  18.69  62.66 


Total  for  Cemeteries     $  3,437.34 


NEGLECTED  GRAVES 

Care  and  Maintenance  250.00 

Marking  and  other  care  246.24  3.76 


INTEREST 


Temporary  and  General  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes         4,500.00  4,834.64  —  334.64 

Maturing  Debt  12,594.50 

High  School  40.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  1,105.00 

Highway  Improvement  480.00 

Three  Rivers  School  1,250.00 

New  High  School  7,140.00 

Wire  Mill  School  1,840.00 

Street  Pavement  Loan  561.00 

Concrete  Bridge  Loan  178.50 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  832.09 
(Transfer) 


Total  for  Interest 


$18,261.23 
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Department  Expenditures     Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Taxes  200,000.00 

General  Loans: 

Wire  Mill  School  3,000.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  2,000.00 

High  Schools  12,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  5,000.00 

Street  Pavement  4,400.00 

Concrete  Bridge  1,400.00 

Highway  Improvement  2,000.00 


Total  for  Municipal  Indebtedness  $229,800.00 


AGENCY  AND  TRUST 


Agency 


State  Tax  27,600.00 

County  Tax  24,312.31 

State  Highway  Tax  7,034.88 

National  Bank  Tax  .21 
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Department  Expenditures     Expended  Balance 

and  Reserve  Fund 


Trust: 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  700.00 
Surplus  War  Bonus  Fund: 

Land  4,800.00 

Sidewalks  475.00 

Surveying  85.50 

Labor  and  Truck  150.30  —25.01 


Total  for  Agency  and  Trust  $  65,158.20 

Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31,  1927     $  97,868.62 


$722,588.89 


Overdrafts  indicated  by  ( — )  minus  sign. 


Trial  Balance 


Dr. 

John  T.  Brown,  Coll.  1924 

$  264.00 

"  1925 

609.14 

"  1926 

8,412.61 

«  1927 

67,908.48 

"  Street 

Sprinkling  1926 

129.96 

"  Street 

Sprinkling  1927 

224.46 

Street  Sprinkling  Assmt.  Revenue 

1925 

(<                    U                           U  ft 

1926 

<<                a                     tt  a 

1927 

Overlay  1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

Cemetery  Dept.  Bills  Receivable 

93.65 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Mother's  Aid 

918.19 

"     Temporary  Aid 

319.61 

Support  of  Poor 

46.00 

"     "    City  of  Gardner 

226.85 

Comm.  of  Mass.  Board  of  Health 

Subsidies 

137.63 

Sidewalk  Bills 

3,149.48 

Highway  Bill 

30.14 

Sidewalk  Bill 

171.50 

Curbing  Bills 

662.23 

Sidewalk  Bills 

357.08 

State  Aid 

237.83 

Cr. 


1.41 
129.96 

224.46 
2,207.93 
3,664.07 
2,350.14 
4,031.28 
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Dr.  Cr. 

Premium  on  Loans  148.96 

Reserve  Fund  Acct  of  Abatements  11,419.39 

Departmental  Revenue  1922  145.80 

1923  425.46 

1924  2,625.22 

1925  254.14 

1926  1,063.38 

1927  1,999.81 
Estimated  Receipts  122,998.09 
Revenue                         1927  149,455.75 

Excess  and  Deffciency  91,160.44 

Temporary  Loan  75,000.00 

Selectmen's  Sal.  acct.  150.00 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses  2.32 

Selectmen's  "Contg."  80466 

Assessor's  Other  Expenses  227.35 

Auditing  and  Accounting  90.00 

Coil's  Sal.  Acct.  1925  120.00 

Coil's  Sal.  Acct.  1926  120.00 

Coil's  Other  Expenses  13.58 

Coil's  Sal.  Acct.  1927  300.00 

Town  Clerk's  Other  Expenses  19.33 

Dog  Tags  3.60 

Law  Dept.  548.70 

License  Commissioner's  Expenses  20.00 

Treasurer's  Other  Expenses  79.66 

Election  and  Registration  139.55 

Town  Offices  3.52 

Insurance  24.98 

Special  Police  32.50 

Police  Other  Expenses  55.71 

Expenses  of  Lockup  80.22 

Expenses  of  Chief's  Office  102.78 

Sealer's  Other  Expenses  83.82 

Auto  Fire  Truck  212.36 

Vital  Statistics  212.75 
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Dr.  Cr. 

Shade  Trees  41.42 

Moth  Department  73.63 

Forest  Warden's  Dept.  134.65 

Board  of  Health  Other  Expenses  579.44 

Toxin  Antitoxin  57.05 

Meat,  Milk  and  Animal  Insp.  258.94 

Highway  Repairs  22.31 

Bridge  Repairs  453.90 

Railings  114.67 

Sewers  and  Culverts  137.99 

Sidewalk  Repairs  106.80 

Street  Lighting  72.04 

Street  Sprinkling  48.91 

Gay  Ave.  Sewer  886.60 

General  Support  of  Poor  1,057.62 

Wing  Memorial  Hospital  25.28 

Soldier's  Relief  378.00 

Wire  Mill  School  Building  382.91 

Education  2,120.49 

Memorial  Day  54.37 
Workmen's  Compensation  Insurance  35.99 

Printing  Town  Reports  108.10 

Surplus  War  Bonus  Fund  25.01 

Reserve  Fund  2,500.00 

Care  of  Cemetery  62.66 

Neglected  Graves  3.76 

Interest  on  Temporary  Loan  334.64 
Net  Bonded  Debt.  262,600.00 

Fay  Bridge  Loan  2,800.00 

Street  Pavement  Loan  8,800.00 

New  High  School  Loan  157.000.00 

Bondsville  Grammar  School  Loan  25,000.00 

North  Main  St.  Improvement  Loan  6,000.00 

Wire  Mill  School  Loan  43,000.00 

Three  Rivers  School  Loan  20,000.00 
Trust  Funds  25,281.09 


50 


Dr.  Cr. 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds  22,796.00 

"     Fund  Income  Acct.  683.81 

Merrick  Fund  850.00 

Thompson  Fund  951.28 

National  Bank  Tax  636.51 
Town  of  Brimfield  141.45 

Civilian  War  Pole  Tax  840.00 
Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31st.  1927  97,868.62 


$620,988.88  620,988.88 


HARRIET  PAINE 


Bookkeeper,  Town  of  Palmer 


Report  of  Tax  Collector 


ACCOUNT  OF  1925 

Outstanding  January  1,  1927  $  7,914.12 

Added  Assessments  10.00 
Interest  800.16 


$  8,724.28 


Paid  Treasurer  $  8,105.14 

Abatements  554.64 


$  8,659.78 


$  64.50 


ACCOUNT  OF  1926 

Outstanding  January  1,  1927  $30,575.13 
Interest  829.22 


$31,404.35 


Paid  Treasurer  $22,861.78 
Abatements  64.44 


Outstanding  December  31,  1927 


$22,926.22 
$  8,478.13 


52 


ACCOUNT  OF  1927 

Assessor's  Warrants  to  be 

collected  $280,495.02 
Interest  73.52 


$280,568.54 

Paid  Treasurer  $212,289.98 
Abatements  133.18 


$212,423.16 

Outstanding  December  31,  1927  $  68,145.38 


JOHN  T.  BROWN 

Collector  of  Taxes 


Report  of  Board  of  Assessors 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens 
of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  the  Board  of  Assessors  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1927. 

Appropriations  $318,904.37 
Maturing  Debt  46,894.50 
State  Tax  27,600.00 
State  Highway  Tax  7,034.88 
County  Tax  24,312.31 
Overlay  4,031.28 


Total,  $428,777.34 


ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS 

Income  Tax  $37,365.46 

Corporation  Tax  45,000.00 

Bank  Tax  500.00 

Licenses  500.00 

Fines  800.00 

General  Government  2,000.00 
Protection  of  persons  and  property  100.00 

Health  and  Sanitation  100.00 

Highways  1,500.00 

Charities     '  2,500.00 

Schools  11,485.40 

Interest  on  deposits  1,000.00 

Interest  on  taxes  1,000.00 
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All  other  500.00 
Interest  on  Merrick  Fund  38.26 
Interest  on  Thompson  Fund  42.80 


$104,431.92 

Free  cash  in  treasury  45,023.83 


Total  deductions,  $149,455.75 


Net  amount  raised  by  taxation,  $279,321.59 
Less  2740  polls  @  $2.00  each,  5,480.00 


Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation 

on  property,  $273,841.59 

Assessed  valuation  of  1927 : 

Personal  estate  $3,072,739.00 
Buildings,  excluding  land  7,043,624.00 
Land  1,636,495.00 


Total,  $11,752,858.00 
Tax  Rate,  $23.30  per  M 

Number  of  residents  assessed  on  property: 
Individuals,  2017 
All  others,  38 


Total,  2055 

Number  of  non-residents  assessed  on  property: 
Individuals,  256 
All  others,  52 

Total,  308 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property  2363 
Number  of  persons  assessed  for  poll  only  1162 

Total,  3525 
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Number  of  horses  assessed  184 

Number  of  cows  assessed  574 

Number  of  sheep  assessed  6 

Number  of  neat  cattle  assessed  129 

Number  of  swine  assessed  47 

Number  of  fowl  assessed  4535 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  assessed  1561 


DANIEL  V.  FOGARTY 
HENRY  L.  HOLDEN 
DENNIS  E.  O'CONNOR 


Assessors  of  Palmer 


Board  of  Public  Welfare 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
Palmer : 

The  Board  of  Public  Welfare  of  the  town  of  Palmer 
herewith  submit  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31.  1927. 

Through  whom  aided  No.  Aided  Amount 

Town  Infirmary  15  $5,296.47 

In  Homes  and  Private  Families  186  9,431.51 

Poor  under  Mother's  Aid  law  48  5,819.30 

Persons  aided  in  other  cities  and  towns 

having  settlement  in  this  town  35  1,621.59 

Persons  aided  in  this  town  having 

settlement  in  other  cities  or  towns  11  1,009.14 
Persons  aided  in  this  town  having  no 

settlement  in  Commonwealth  15  618.68 

Amount  expended  on  last  item  will  be  reimbursed 
by  State,  also  one  third  of  amount  expended  for  Mothers 
Aid. 

Amount  expended  on  persons  having  settlement  in 
other  cities  and  towns  will  be  reimbursed  by  city  or  town 
of  settlement. 
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RECEIPTS 

Appropriations : 

General  Administration  25,000.00 

Salaries  of  Board  600.00 

Town  Physician  200.00 

Clerical  Work  300.00 


Town  Infirmary: 

Sale  of  Produce  1,849.63 

Sale  of  Stock  67.65 

Board  of  Inmates  1,082.71 


Reimbursements : 

Individuals  216.43 

Cities  and  Towns  488.02 

State  1,142.06 


$26,000.00 


$2,999.99 


$1,846.51 

Total  Receipts  $30,946.50 


PAYMENTS 

Salaries : 

Board  of  Overseers  $600.00 

Town  Physician  200.00 

Clerical  Work  300.00 


$1,100.00 
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Town  Infirmary: 

Warden  1,200.00 

Labor  990.75 

Groceries  and  Provisions  798.19 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing  214.45 

Fuel  and  Light  439.97 

Hay  and  Grain  1,194.98 

Equipment  and  Repairs  259.02 

Telephone  40.94 

Sundry  Items  158.17 


Outside  Poor : 

Cash  5,616.88 
Rent  1,757.57 
Provisions  7,031.89 
Clothing  1,097.61 
Fuel  912.25 
Board  and  Care  769.95 
Medicine  and  Medical  attendance  1,033.12 
Stationery,  printing,  and  postage  36.66 
Sundry  Items  389.98 


$5,296.4r 


$18,645.91 
$25,042.38 


NET  COST  OF  CHARITIES 
Total  Expenses  $25,042.38 
Less  Receipts  of  Town  Farm  2999.99 
Reimbursements  from  State,  Cities, 
Towns  and  Individuals  1846.51 


$4,846.50 


Net  Cost 


$20,195.88 
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NET  COST  OF  TOWN  FARM 

Total  Expense  for  1927  5,296.47 
Less  receipts  for  1927  2,999.99 
Less  Outstanding  bills  598.00 


3,597.99 

Net  Cost  $1,698.48 


REPORT  OF  WARDEN  TO  BOARD  OF 
PUBLIC  WELFARE 


RECEIPTS  FOR  YEAR 

Milk  $1,729.78 

Produce  119.85 

Stock  67.65 

Board  1,082.71 


$2,999.99 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  Town  Treasurer  1,923.28 
Balance  of  Receipts  paid  direct  to  Town 
Treasurer  from  towns  of  Ludlow, 
Wilbraham  and  Brimfield  1,076.71 


$2,999.99 
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BILLS  RECEIVABLE 

For  Milk  100.00 
For  Board  498.00 


$598.00 

Number  of  Inmates  registered  during  year  15 
Largest  number  at  one  time  8 
Average  number  supplied  for  year  8 


INVENTORY 

Furniture  and  Tableware  800.00 

Food  and  Supplies  456.00 

Live  Stock  1,525.00 

Hay,  grain  and  ensilage  1,545.00 

Farm  Implements  1,080.00 

Wood,  coal  and  lumber  600.00 


$6,060.00 

The  Board  recommends  the  following  appropriations 
for  its  use  during  the  year  1928. 

Annual  Support  of  Poor  25,000.00 

Salaries  of  Board  600.00 

Clerical  Work  300.00 

Town  Physician  200.00 


$26,100.00 


CHAS.  GIROUX,  M.  D. 
THOMAS  W.  MANSFIELD 
PATRICK  McKELLIGOTT 


Board  of  Public  Welfare 


Report  of  Treasurer 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1927  $  71,891.65 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  1925,  $  7,304.98 

"     "        "         "       "         "     1926,  22,032.56 
"     "        "         "       "         "     1927,  212,216.46 
"     "        "         "       "         "     1925-27,  1,702.90 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans,  275,000.00 
Commonwealth:  taxes,  reimbursements,  Etc.,  104,595.53 
All  other  sources  27,844.81 

650,697.24 
$722,588.89 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants  $624,720.27 
Balance,  December  31,  1927  97,868.62 


$722,588.89 


Robert  l.  Mcdonald, 


Town  Treasurer 


Report  of  Cemetery  Commissioners 


The  Board  of  Cemetery  Commissioners  hereby 
submit  the  following  report : 


RECEIPTS 


Appropriation : 

Sale  of  lots: 
Oak  Knoll 
Four  Corners 

Care  of  lots 

Grading  lots 

Opening  Graves 

Foundations 


$139.00 

24.00  163.00 
$1373.00 
101.00 
459.35 
448.56 


$3500.00 


$2544.91 


BILLS  RECEIVABLE 
Ernest  H.  Carpenter,  bal  lot.  14.50 


Carl  W.  Hyland,  bal.  lot,  14.00 
Est.   Minnie  K.   Bennett  1925 

grave,  8.00 
Mabel  Barker,  1925,  care  2.00 
Est.  Sarah  A.  Whiting,  care  3.00 
Minnie  C.  Hellewell,  care,  1.50 
Lena  E.  Collis,  care  2.00 
Louise  W.  Barker,  care  2.00 
F.  R.  Sistare,  care  2.00 
Emma  C.  Carpenter,  care  3.00 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Hathaway,  care  2.00 
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Martha  E.  Royce,  care 
Moses  Smith,  care 


*J.  K.  Barker,  care 
Wm.  Roberts,  care 


2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 


62.00 


*Paid  since  closing  of  books. 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen : 

The  following  accounts  carried  on  last  year's  Report 
as  Bills  Receivable,  have  been  paid : 

Anderson  Bros.  1925  14.40 

James  Royce  1925  7.75 

C.  F.  Grosvernor  1925  2.00 

Dickinson-Streeter  8.00 

Mrs.  Jas  Cassels  5.00 

Martha  E.  Royce  4.00 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Barton  2.00 

C.  W.  McKendrick  3.00 

Est.  Mrs.  O.  L.  Merrifield  2.00 

Fred  L.  Snow  2.00 

Mrs.  B.  F.  Hathaway  2.00 

J.  K.  Barker  2.00 

C.  H.  Atkins  2.00  $56.15 


Respectfully  submitted, 


D.  L.  BODFISH,  Sec. 


EXPENDITURES 


Salaries 

Printing  and  postage 

Supplies 

Labor 


150.00 
7.29 
80.90 
2870.23 
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Trucks 

Equipment  and  Repairs 

Fertilizer 

All  others 

Balance 

Paid  R.  L.  McDonald,  Treas. 
Sale  lots 
Earnings 


163.75 
74.02 
59.30 

31.85  3437.34 

62.66  $3500.00 

$  163.00 
2381.91  $2544.91 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY 

Tool  House,  Oak  Knoll  $75.00 

Tool  House,  Four  Corners  50.00 

Tools  50.00  $175.00 

Unsold  lots  at  list  price : 

Four  Corners,  114  @  8.00  912.00 

Oak  Knoll,  4  @  50.00  200.00 

8  @  25.00  200.00 

86  @  24.00  2064.00 
36  @  20.00  720.00 
1  @  12.00  12.00 
50  @    1.00  50.00 


$  4158.00  $4333.00 


PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 

Present 

Name                                 Amount  Condition 

Henry  Seism                             $  100.00  105.07 

John  A.  Squier                              100.00  100.07 

Calista  F.  Hendricks                    100.00  105.44 

Laura  E.  Child                             500.00  519.49 
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xy  exilic 

Amount 

Condition 

Present 

lVTinmp  \<<  Rpnnpft 

IVXilililvV    XV.  XJCllJXCLL 

200.00 

204.28 

A  T/ovxr  XA7  r^J-T*PPTl 
AVcI  y    VV  .  VjrlCcH 

200  00 

213.75 

A^fo  •f  £iv»rvi  q  n    TTi  ill  ov 
VVdLclIIlclll    X  UUcI 

200  00 

206.78 

dUIlIi    dllU    LiUtJ/  OH1XLI1 

200  00 

205.75 

\\r    A    T^v'pplrpnr'iH  o*p 
VV  .  ri.  J_>I  cL-lYCIii.  lUgc 

200  00 

205.33 

(Jdlllct)    VV  .  OIIUW 

100.00 

104.86 

"RVnnlrlin  RIptipVipiytI 

X  1  ClllxVllll     XJlCHlV^llClX  \x 

100.00 

103.07 

John  U  Havnes 

tl  Willi      XX*      XXClJ  llV/O 

200.00 

212.33 

TVTsirv   A    Sin  aw 
J.VXcti  y    Jr\.   Olid  w 

100.00 

102.07 

100.00 

107.36 

i  j  .    j_>  .    vjr a  Leo 

200  00 

211.80 

T/Onicta   1VT  AA/^irl 

XJUIXIOCI     i-TX.      VV  cllV-l 

200  00 

235.33 

Amoci   A  Allpn 

100.00 

106  72 

1 00  00 

1 05  65 

x  Liny  KjKjiJiKzy 

50  00 

52  62 

'J  La  •  \Jt_) 

XXCliIj/    vT .  XjUUIIHo 

900  00 

21 1  76 

William  ITolbrook 

200  00 

208  90 

lYTflvip  T,pwr*pnpp 

XVXCUL  XCi    XJ<X  W  1  CllvvC 

500  00 

572  1 1 

O  1  O.  X  X 

TCpVP<2  Eoi't'PT* 

1 00  00 

106  14 

TTji  T*T*ipf"  r^.nriHrlcrp 

llctll  ICl/  V_/UlJlXU.g C 

200  00 

29fi  4fi 

Mr-c    T .   W  Thrown 

1VX1  o.    Xj.    VV  .  DIUWI1 

200  00 

255  52 

LkOO  mO Li 

XLillZict   O  .    xVcIlIlcI  oUIl 

200  00 

21  5  72 

Lt  LO.  i  O 

VV  llllctlll    IVXcl  I  ldlll 

200  00 

922  52 

IVT^yv  T?prlHino' 

XiXCLx  jf  XVCv-UXlllg 

50  00 

iJ\J .  \J\J 

52  .24 

?.  t  Li  •  «J 

D    S  Davis 

xj  %     k_J  •     x/a  v  lo 

200  00 

207.39 

IVTji  T*«ih  all  Anrlrpwci 

i-VXctl  oilctll    xi x  x  IX I 1.  VV  o 

200  00 

Cu  \J\J »\j\J 

912  50 

Amhrosp  1VT  AnHypw^ 

xlillk/l  UOC      XTJL •      XxilUl  c  WO 

200  00 

210.50 

Enos  Calkins 

100.00 

1Q4.75 

Samuel  C.  Rogers 

200.00 

213.50 

Willard  G.  Kennerson 

100.00 

104.75 

Maria  B.  Chapman  c/G.  B.  lot 

100.00 

103.25 

Maria  B.  Chapman  c/S.  C.  lot 

200.00 

215.50 

Julia  H.  Henry 

100.00 

106.75 

Isaac  King 

150.00 

156.09 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Abel  H.  Calkins 

100.00 

106.75 

Edward  C.  Sexton 

100.00 

105.75 

Henry  A.  Moore 

100.00 

103.75 

J.  S.  Koster 

100.00 

103.75 

Melissa  Hall 

150.00 

160.10 

Jeremiah  Long 

1000.00 

1000.00 

Mary  J.  Plympton 

100.00 

101.25 

Clymena  P.  Fuller 

150.00. 

158.09 

Abigail  T.  Nichols 

50.00 

51.34 

Mary  Hastings 

100.00 

104.75 

Orrin  B.  Smith  c/O.  B.  S.  lot 

200.00 

210.50 

Orrin  B.  Smith  c/T.  B.  S.  lot 

100.00 

105.75 

Laura  P.  Green 

100.00 

105.75 

J.  H.  Kenerson 

100.00 

102.75 

William  Harvey 

150.00 

162.17 

Alden  L.  Fletcher 

60.00 

62.65 

Carrie  A.  Kurtz 

100.00 

104.75 

Ralph  Green 

200.00 

223.50 

Meriva  L.  Capen 

100.00 

105.75 

Minerva  R.  Olds 

100.00 

102.75 

Otis  C.  Lyon 

100.00 

103.75 

Hitchcock-Graves 

100.00 

104.75 

Minerva  M.  Gates 

200.00 

212.50 

Rogers-Paine 

150.00 

158.16 

Elizabeth  D.  Moore 

100.00 

105.75 

Mary  E.  Bailey 

100.00 

103.75 

M.  M.  Rogers 

100.00 

102.75 

Nellie  S.  Hooker 

75.00 

79.33 

Ethan  Warriner 

100.00 

101.75 

Lizzie  E.  Fletcher 

100.00 

105.75 

Andrew  Pinney 

100.00 

121.94 

Frank  F.  Marcy 

500.00 

513.75 

Thomas  McDougall 

100.00 

104.75 

Sarah  J.  Winter 

200.00 

209.50 

67 


Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

C.  B.  Fiske 

200.00 

211.50 

Minnie  B.  Converse 

500.00 

528.75 

Amelia  M.  Culver 

100.00 

103.75 

Omer  W.  Marcy 

100.00 

103.75 

Frank  M.  Eager 

250.00 

256.87 

Maria  Ritchie 

100.00 

103.75 

Charles  H.  Burleigh  c/A.  B.  lot 

100.00 

102.75 

Julia  A.  Burleigh  c/B.  B.  lot 

100.00 

104.75 

C.  H.  and  J.  A.  Burleigh  c/J  W  C  lot  25.00 

25.66 

xLillliiy   1V1.  JLJ-UlLloW UI  til 

1  00  00 

104.75 

Sarah  D  Smith 

100  00 

XKJKJ  ,\J\J 

105.75 

H   P  Marrv 

1 00  00 

104.75 

Tact*}  1VT  WnvtliT'n'n 

eJUolc  1V±.        UI  LI1I  UJJ 

300  00 

322.05 

Ellis  Dode-e 

100.00 

102.75 

Calvin  Childs 

100.00 

104.75 

Joseph  A.  Brown 

500.00 

523.75 

Sarah  I.  Lee  Snow 

50.00 

52.84 

Abby  J.  Pierce 

100.00 

104.75 

D.  W.  Taft 

75.00 

84.33 

Henry  Graves 

50.00 

51.34 

William  H.  Osborne 

50.00 

51.34 

Sarah  E.  Ward 

50.00 

51.34 

George  F.  Sedgewick 

100.00 

103.75 

George  H.  Cobb 

50.00 

51.84 

B.  M.  Griswold 

50.00 

51.94 

Thomas  Bruce 

100.00 

102.75 

H.  H.  Paines 

50.00 

51.34 

Susan  M.  Page 

100.00 

104.75 

Peebles  Fund 

100.00 

104.75 

George  F.  Merrick 

100.00 

104.75 

Maria  M.  Hastings 

200.00 

209.50 

Walter  E.  Stone 

200.00 

209.50 

Mary  A.  Thayer 

50.00 

52  84 

Lucy  M.  Shaw 

100.00 

104.75 
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Present 


Name 

Amount 

Condition 

Samuel  Sharratt 

100.00 

102.75 

George  Robinson 

200.00 

221.50 

JoseiYh  Gerald 

100.00 

101.75 

James  F  Fenton 

100.00 

107.75 

Tjibertv  Jenks 

200.00 

2G8.83 

Martha  J  Mooers 

200.00 

206.13 

Byram  Woodhead 

100.00 

103.20 

Almenia  M.  Hastings 

100.00 

103.20 

Clara  B.  Fisherdick 

100.00 

103.20 

Austin  E.  Gould 

100.00 

104.42 

Susan  Beebe 

100.00 

101.72 

James  I.  Milliken 

200.00 

218.83 

Christen  Christianson 

50.00 

52.17 

Millie  G.  Rose 

100.00 

103.75 

Marv  E  Murdock  c/F  M  M  lot 

100.00 

103.42 

Mary  E.  Murdock  c/L.  B.  lot 

100.00 

103.42 

Robert  Chambers 

100.00 

103.42 

Josiah  P.  Stevens 

100.00 

1C2.75 

Willia  mA  Bennett 

100.00 

102.75 

Charlp^  W  Rpnnptt 

100.00 

103.42 

Charles  E  Fuller 

100.00 

103.75 

T^rpfjPrirk  TT  Conant 

X    X  VULA  V^X  XV^XV      X.  X  •      KJ\J           LI  \j 

100.00 

103.08 

.Tn^PTiVi  V  C!larl{" 

u  vocpii     v  •    \_yicix  xv 

100.00 

103.08 

Robprt  Rpid 

100.00 

103.08 

Edwin  B.  Newell 

100.00 

102.08 

Martha  A.  Shaw 

200.00 

236.02 

August  Carlson 

100.00 

105.63 

Elizabeth  R.  Macomber 

200.00 

216.50 

Thomas  D.  Frame 

200.00 

209.25 

0.  P.  Allen 

100.00 

103.62 

Albert  A.  Sherman 

100.00 

102.87 

Charles  A.  Royce 

100.00 

102.87 

Martin  L.  Farrington 

100.00 

102.75 

Joseph  H.  Jones 

150.00 

153.53 
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Present 


in  ame 

A  m  ai i nt" 

r^.Anrl  iti  ATI 

Mary  S.  Moore 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AO  Q7 

TT  T~>       "P> '  _     _  /TT      TT      1  ~  -i- 

Horace  K.  Fame  c/H.  H.  lot 

CA  A  A 
5U.  UU 

01.41 

Arthur  W.  Holbrook 

1  AA  AA 

I  ao  pen 
lUZ.OU 

James  S.  Morgan 

OAA  AA 
ZUU.UU 

OAQ,  PCA 

zuy.o  u 

bilas  r>.  Keith 

1  AA  AA 

1  A1  CO 

lUl.bZ 

James  H.  Davis 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  A/1  OK 

1U4.Z0 

George  b.  reck 

"1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AO  O 

lUZ.Zo 

Nettie  0.  Coleman 

pa  AA 

oU.UU 

£A  7Q 

Jennie  C.  Carpenter 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AQ  1  O 

lUo.lZ 

JNellie  M.  .Bona 

"1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AO 
1UZ.  i  0 

Esther  A.  Graves 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AO  Ki\ 

lUo.DU 

Cyrus  W.  Cross 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

i  no  aa 

luz.y  j 

Lucy  A.  Hitchcock 

1  AA  AA 
lUU.UU 

1  AO  CO 

John  C.  Green 

1  AO  AA 

lUU.UU 

1  A 1  Q  7 

unaries  il.  r  isn 

"1  AA  AA 

lUU.UU 

1  AO  OK 

Lewis  E.  Royce 

OAA  AA 
ZUU.UU 

OAO  AA 

Henry  McMaster 

pa  AA 

OU.UU 

pa  r/? 

oU.ob 

Bessie  C.  Jenks 

1  AA  AA 

lUU.UU 

1  A1    1  O 

1U1.1Z 

Samuel  W.  Lyon 

-t  AA  AA 

100.00 

t  At  OCT 

101.25 

Orissa  L.  Merrifield 

100.00 

100.08 

Edwin  J.  Duncan 

50.00 

50.92 

Elizabeth  Dyson 

100.00 

100.00 

James  Metcalf 

100.00 

100.00 

Agnes  Larkin 

50.00 

50.00 

Hitchcock-Rice 

100.00 

100.00 

L.  A.  Conant 

100.00 

100.00 

Julia  F.  McKendrick 

100.00 

100.00 

$22,746.00  $23,916.54 


Gain  in  P.  C.  Fund 


700.00 


TO 


CEMETERY  COMMISSIONER'S  INTEREST  FUND 

Balance  Fund  Jan.  1,  1927  $1534.48 
Added : 

Interest  payable  Secretary  218.49 

Interest  payable  Town  Treas.  832.09 

Interest  C.  L  Fund  86.08  1136.66 


$2671.14 


Withdrawn : 

Care  lots  907.50 


Present  Amount  Fund  $1763.64 

DAVID  L.  BODFISH 
ALBERT  S.  GEER 
ALDEN  P.  KNOWLTON 

Cemetery  Commissioners 
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No.  Tested  Correct  Under  Over 


Coke  and  Charcoal 

14 

10 

4 

Coal  in  Paper  Bags 

3 

3 

Ice 

2 

1 

1 

Grain  or  Feed 

55 

34 

6 

15 

Flour 

24 

12 

12 

butter 

8 

o 

8 

Meats  and  Provisions 

8 

8 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

8 

8 

Bread 

35 

11 

24 

Special  Scale  Inspections 

5 

4 

1 

Clinical  Thermometers 

14 

14 

Retests  of  Gasoline  Devices 

2 

i 

J. 

i 

J. 

Inspection  of  Hawkers  and 

Pedlers  License 

3 

TOTALS 

Adjusted 

117 

Sealed 

1729 

Condemned 

25 

Tested 

181 

Receipts  of  Office,    Paid  Treasurer  $178.81 


LOUIS  LEVEILLEE, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


Report  of  License  Commissioners 


The  board  of  License  Commissioners  met  and  orga- 
nized March ^26,  and  voted  to  have  fees  for  licenses  the 
same  as  previous  years.  The  following  licenses  were 
granted : 


Sunday  65 

Common  Victuallers  39 

Innholders  8 

Third  Class  (Druggists)  3 

Lodging  House  7 


MICHAEL  J.  SULLIVAN  (Chairman) 
NEIL  McDONALD  (Clerk) 
OSCAR  BRESSETTE 


Report  of  Road  Commissioners 


To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

The  Board  of  Road  Commissioners  herewith  submit 
their  eighth  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1927. 

The  organization  of  the  Board  was  as  follows: 
Thomas  J.  Moran,  Chairman,  Jno.  J.  Conway,  Clerk, 
Homer  A.  Shaw. 

Sherman  M.  Stebbins  was  reappointed  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets. 

Highways 

All  work  for  which  the  Town  voted  special  appro- 
priations has  been  completed,  including  Belchertown  Road 
which  has  been  approved  by  both  the  County  Commis- 
sioners and  Massachusetts  Board  of  Public  Works,  the 
Town  having  received  checks  for  their  portion  of  cost  of 
this  work. 

The  Board  wishes  to  call  your  attention  to  the  large 
amount  necessarily  expended  during  the  past  year  owing 
to  the  removal  of  Street  Railway  track.  We  expect  to 
be  obliged  to  spend  as  much,  or  more,  the  coming  year, 
due  to  the  further  removal  of  more  trackage.  This  has 
depleted  our  Highway  account  of  sums  which  were  really 
needed  for  the  repair  of  other  highways. 
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The  purchase  of  Oil  has  gotten  to  be  a  serious  pro- 
blem for  this  Department,  the  cost  of  this  one  item  for 
1927  being  approximately  $5,000.00.  We  recommend  an 
additional  appropriation  to  aid  in  taking  care  of  this 
item,  this  amount  to  be  added  to  the  usual  Highway 
appropriation. 

Snow  Removal 

Owing  to  a  change  in  policy  of  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Public  Works,  it  will  not  be  possible  for  the 
Town  to  obtain  any  aid  from  them  on  snow  removal  dur- 
ing 1928  or  probably  in  the  future  owing  to  the  town  not 
owning  snow  removal  apparatus  suitable  for  the  work. 
The  sole  possession  of  the  Town  which  can  be  used  for 
the  purpose  being  a  tractor  and  plow.  This  is  not  con- 
sidered anywhere  near  adequate  for  the  work.  The 
Department  must  hire  trucks  for  this  work,  and  the  num- 
ber of  trucks  available  which  are  suited  for  the  work  are 
very  limited.  We  recommend  the  purchase  of  a  three- 
ton  truck  with  dump  body  and  plow,  of  a  type  particularly 
suited  to  the  removal  of  snow  and  which  can  also  be  used 
at  all  times  in  the  regular  work  of  the  Department.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  but  one  1%  ton  truck  in  good 
condition  and  a  i/^-ton  truck  which  has  outlived  its  use- 
fulness and  is  suitable  for  only  the  lightest  work. 

The  following  statement  shows  in  condensed  form 
the  appropriations  handled  by  this  Board. 
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Aooronriation 

Expended 

Balance 

Highways 

$  15,5aO.(K,§ 

15,477.69 

22.31 

Snow  Removal 

3,090.00 

3,000.00 

None 

Bridges 

1,500.00 

1,046.10 

453.93 

Railings 

400.00 

285.33 

114.67 

Sewers  &  Culverts 

3,000.00 

2,862.01 

137.99 

Curbing 

1,250.00 

1,250.00 

None 

Walks  Repairs 

2,400.00 

2,293.20 

106.80 

Belchertown  Road 

4,050.00§§ 

4,050.00 

None 

31,100.00 

30,264.33 

835.67 

§  Includes  $500.00  transferred  from  Reserve  Fund. 

§§  Includes  two  amounts  of  $1350.00  each  paid  the 
Town,  one  by  the  Commonwealth  and  the  other  by  the 
County. 

Reimbursements  to  Town  on  account  of  this  Depart- 
ment. 


Sewer  Permits  $425.00 

Rental  of  Steam  Roller  746.50 

Rental  of  Tractor  15.00 

Rental  of  Truck  20.00 

Refund,  Bridges  32.19 
Outstanding  Bills  (Town  of  Brimfield)  141.45 

Curbing  601.34 


Total 


$1981.48 


so 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


As  called  to  your  attention  in  our  previous  year's 
report,  the  Commission  strongly  recommends  that  Walnut 
Street  and  Converse  Avenue  in  the  Village  of  Palmer  be 
hardened,  as  we  feel  that  these  two  streets  need  this 
improvement  very  badly.  Also  road  from  Three  Rivers 
to  Wilbraham  line  on  the  Ludlow  road,  so  called. 

Recommendations  for  regular  appropriations  for  1928 
are  as  follows: — 


Highways 
Snow  Removal 
Bridges 
Railings 

Sewers  and  Culverts 
Repairs  of  Walks 
Curbing 


$17,000.00 


3,000.00 
1,500.00 
50U.00 
3,000.00 
2,400.00 
1,250.00 


THOMAS  J.  MORAN 


JNO.  J.  CONWAY 


HOMER  A.  SHAW 


Road  Commissioners 


Report  of  Board  of  Health 


To  the  Honorable  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Palmer : 

The  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  herewith 
submit  its  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1927. 


Table  No.  1 


PS 

o 

to  O 

B 

U,  o  m 

*  S      .8-     U  g 

&   I  £    J    g>   3    I  1 

C         5>  W  m  S  -3  "So  O  CS 


January  3  1 

February  3 

March  4  13 

April  3 

May  12  1 

June  1  3 

July 

August  2 
September  *    1  1 

October  1 
November 

December  1  1 


s  -a    s    S   1    i    I   'a   -8  a 


1      17  14283121 
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Table  No.  2 

Number  of  Deaths  reported  from  January  1,  1927  to 
January  1,  1928. 


January  13 

February  12 

March  9 

April  13 

May  7 

June  4 

July  5 

August  6 

September  12 

October  9 

November  9 

December  8 

Total  107 


Table 

Less  than  1  year 
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n 

60 
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60 

<< 

70 
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70 

<< 

80 

<< 

80 

u 

90 

ci 

90 

<< 

100 

<« 

Over  100  years 
Still  Born 


Totals 


1 .  3 


Total  Male  Female 

16  10  6 

1  1 

3  3 

1  1 

2  2 

2  11 

3  2  1 
1  1 

3  2  1 

4  3  1 
6  4  2 

14  8  6 

15  8  7 
12  7  5 

4  2  2 

4  4 

16  7  9 


107  55  52 
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REPORT   OF   MILK  INSPECTOR 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer: 

I  have  granted  the  following  permits  and  licenses: 
Dealer's  licenses  100  @  .50  $50.00 

Oleomargarine  licenses  5  @  .50  2.50 

Producer's  permits  81  No  fee 


$52.50 

Have  carefully  inspected  all  places  where  milk  is 
produced  or  sold  one  or  more  times  as  has  seemed  neces- 
sary. 

The  continued  use  of  the  Sediment  Tester  is  keep- 
ing the  condition  of  the  milk  sold  in  Palmer  at  a  high 
standard  as  compared  with  places  where  it  is  not  used. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
A.  F.  BENNETT, 

Milk  Inspector 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF 
SLAUGHTERING 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Palmer: 

I  have  made  the  following  inspections: 

Hogs  98 
Beef  7 
Veal  5 


Respectfully  submitted, 
A.  F.  BENNETT, 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering 
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RECEIPTS 


From  Appropriations: 

Salaries  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00 

Vital  Statistics  700.00 

Hospital  &  General  Expenses  1,550.00 

Meat  &  Cattle  Expenses  1,000.00 

Toxin- Antitoxin  500.00 


$  4,025.00 


Licenses : 

Alcohol  19.00 

Druggists  15.00 

Bottling  3.00 

Milk  52.50 

Undertakers  4.00 


Tuberculosis : 

Reimbursement  from  State  438.64 


$  93.50 


$  438.64 


Total  Receipts 


$  4,557.14 


85 


EXPENDITURES 


For: 

Salaries  175.00 

Clerical  Work  100.00 

Stationery  and  Postage  5.91 

Printing  and  Advertising  3.00 

Telephones  32.50 

Fumigation  and  Disinfectant  44.75 

Sundry  Items  15.00 


?  376.16 


Contagious  Diseases: 

Medical  Aid  8.00 

Medicine  6.85 

Hospital  Care  187.56 


$  202.41 


Tuberculosis : 

Hampshire  County  Hospital  209.14 
Westfield  State  Sanatorium  456.00 


$  665.14 


Toxin- Antitoxin: 

Administration  558.90 


$  558.90 


Inspection : 

Meat  and  Milk  400.08 


$  400.08 


Total  Expenses 


$  2,202.69 
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The  Board  recommends  the  following  appropriations 


for  the  ensuing  year,  namely: 

Salaries 

175.00 

Clerical  Work 

100.00 

Vital  Statistics 

600.00 

Meat,  Milk  &  Animal  Inspection 

1,000.00 

Contagious  Diseases  &  Sundry 

Expenses 

1,600.00 

Toxin-Antitoxin 

200.00 

$  3,675.00 


January  13,  1928 

To  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Palmer,  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen : 

We  herewith  submit  the  following  report  of  Toxin 
Anti  Toxin  for  Prevention  of  Diptheria  which  was 
authorized  by  the  voters  at  the  last  Town  Meeting: 

There  was  an  appropriation  of  $500  to  be  used  on 
all  children  of  pre-school  age.  There  were  so  few  appli- 
cants of  this  classification  that  after  conference  with 
your  Board  it  was  decided  to  extend  this  service  to  the 
Parochial  Schools  as  well. 

We  fully  intended  to  complete  this  work  before  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year,  but  the  Holiday  Season  and  Vaca- 
tion  Period  rather  interfered  with  our  Plan.    There  are 
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still  a  number  of  cases  pending  which  will  be  taken  care 
of  promptly  and  we  are  asking  for  a  small  appropriation 
of  $200  to  complete  this  work  and  to  care  for  any  new 
cases  that  may  come  to  our  attention  during  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  Town  Doctors  were  very  prompt  and  courteous 
in  assisting  in  this  work  and  they  were  paid  to  the 
best  of  our  judgment  according  to  the  time  they  put 
into  the  work. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  School  Board  for  their  co- 
operation and  wish  especially  to  thank  the  School  Nurse 
who  so  willingly  gave  her  time  up  to  this  work  with- 
out any  extra  compensation. 

Approximately  550  children  of  pre-school  age  and 
Parochial  School  children  took  this  Toxin  and  Anti-Toxin 
and  we  have  not  had  a  single  case  of  Diptheria  in  any 
child  who  took  this  service  excepting  one  case  that  con- 
tracted Diptheria  three  months  after  taking  treatment 
and  six  months  should  elapse  before  the  treatment  be- 
comes fully  effective. 

We  are  confident  the  Town  may  feel  repaid  for  this 
investment  both  from  an  economical  and  a  Medical  point 
of  view. 

J.  P.  SCHNEIDER,  Chairman 
M.  WILLIAM  HOLDEN 
WILLARD  C.  HITCHCOCK 


Board  of  Health 


Report  of  Tree  Warden 


Appropriation 


$100:00 


Amount  Expended  in  the  care  of  trees 
on  several  streets  in  the  Town  of 
Palmer  $ 

Overdraft 


$141.42 


$41.42 


Overdraft  was  caused  by  two  large  trees  located  on 
North  Main  Street,  one  in  front  of  the  Wing  Memorial 
Hospital,  the  other  in  front  of  B.  L.  Beers'  residence, 
splitting  during  a  high  wind  which  left  them  in  such  a 
dangerous  condition  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  them. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  H.  MacGEACHEY 


Report  of  Young  Men's 
Library  Association 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 
Year  Ending  December  31,  1927 

To  the  Members  of  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association ; 

I  herewith  submit  my  seventeenth  annual  report  as 
Librarian  of  your  Association.    The  report  will  be  brief. 

CIRCULATION 

The  total  circulation  for  the  year  was  69,687  divided 
as  follows:  Main  Library,  36,700;  Three  Rivers  Branch, 
16,191;  Thorndike  Branch,  7,019;  Bondsville  Branch, 
9,777. 

The  increase  over  that  of  last  year  is  2,823.  This 
circulation  is  the  largest  which  the  library  has  ever  at- 
tained. The  largest  previous  circulation  was  gained  last 
year.  The  increase  of  1926  over  1925  was  4,495.  This 
4,495,  coupled  with  the  gain  of  1927  over  1926  makes  a 
total  increase,  in  a  two-year  period,  of  7,318,  which  is  a 
gain  to  be  commended,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  circu- 
lation for  several  years  has  been  at  a  high  point.  This 
is  especially  noteworthy  when  you  remember  that  pre- 
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vious  to  1911,  over  a  period  of  many  years,  the  largest 
circulation  ever  attained  was  about  18,000.  Since  then 
by  rather  marked  leaps  and  bounds,  nearly  every  year 
the  circulation  has  steadily  grown.  A  circulation  of 
approximately  70,000  is  good,  in  view  of  the  vact  that, 
with  our  large  non-English-speaking  and-reading  popu- 
lation, which,  roughly,  is  about  one  out  of  four,  our 
potential  readers  are  distinctly  lessened  in  number. 

Comparing,  branch  by  branch,  this  year's  circula- 
tion with  that  of  last  year,  we  find  that  Palmer  had  an 
increase  of  1,085 ;  Bondsville,  2,946 ;  and  Thorndike,  222 ; 
Three  Rivers  had  a  loss  of  1,430.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  library  has  been  operated  upon  a  reduced  budget 
of  about  13% — in  other  words,  the  Town's  apporpriation 
this  past. year  was  $4,000,  instead  of  $4,600,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  amount  of  new  books  and  replacements  was 
greatly  reduced — this  increase  in  circulation  is  still  more 
remarkable.    There  must  be  some  reason  for  it. 

State  Reading  Plan 

The  reason,  to  a  large  degree,  is  the  keen  interest 
that  is  being  taken  in  the  schools  in  the  State  Reading 
Plan.  This  plan  calls  for  the  reading  of  five  books  from 
an  approved  graded  list,  for  which  a  certificate  is  given. 
As  a  result  of  this  plan,  during  the  past  year,  6,110  books 
were  read  in  the  schools.  Last  year,  3,213  books  were 
read  and  224  certificates  were  issued.  From  September, 
1926,  to  July,  1927 — the  school  year— 800  certificates 
were  issued,  out  of  an  enrollment  of  998  pupils  in  grades 
four  to  nine,  both  inclusive,  800  certificates  were  issued. 
In  other  words,  all  but  198  pupils  secured  certificates. 
Expressed  in  terms  of  per  cent.,  certificates  were  issued 
to  80.16%  of  the  pupils  who  were  eligible  to  obtain  them. 
At  the  close  of  this  school  year  in  June,  1928,  I  believe 
that  practically  100%  will  attain  certificates.    Many  of 


the  pupils  have  already  read  the  required  number  of 
books.  I  question  if  any  school  system  has  taken  hold  of 
the  State  Reading  Plan  with  any  more  zest  and  zeal  than 
the  local  one.  A  great  deal  of  credit  is  due  to  the  libra- 
rians and  teachers  for  these  excellent  results. 

Reduced  Budget 

I  personally  feel,  and  I  believe  I  am  expressing  the 
sentiment  of  every  member  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Young 
Men's  Library  Association,  that  a  real  harmful  and  hurt- 
ful mistake  was  made  in  reducing  the  budget  last  year. 
There  is  no  organization,  public  or  private,  that  can 
operate  as  successfully,  if  it  is  efficiently  managed,  on  a 
budget  reduced  one-seventh  as  it  can  on  its  full  budget. 

I  realize  the  necessity  of  economy  in  the  management 
of  all  town  departments,  especially  at  the  present  time 
in  view  of  the  financial  situation  of  several  of  our  manu- 
facturing corporations.  I  also  appreciate,  after  seventeen 
years  of  intimate  contact,  the  work  that  the  library  is 
doing.  I  know  something  of  its  economical  administra- 
tion. I  also  value  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees,  several 
of  whom  have  spent  some  fifteen  to  twenty  years  upon 
the  board — men  who  are  connected  with  our  leading 
banks,  manufacturing  plants,  and  retail  business  houses. 
When  these  gentlemen,  in  view  of  all  circumstances,  feel 
that  the  appropriation  should  be  $4,600,  instead  of  $4,000, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  they  know  more  about  the 
situation  than  those  who,  from  a  mere  cursory  glance, 
attempt  to  set  aside  judgment  substantiated  by  business 
acumen,  intimate  contact  with  the  organization,  and  a 
definite  knowledge  of  its  work  and  the  need  thereof. 
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It  is  well  to  remind  you  that,  whether  the  appropria- 
tion is  $4,600  or  $4,000,  $200.00  or  more  of  this  goes  to 
furnish  janitor  service  and  fuel  for  the  American  Legion. 
This  amount  is  included  in  our  appropriation  by  an  agree- 
ment entered  into  with  the  Town,  when  the  Grand  Army 
relinquished  Memorial  Hall  and  the  Town  voted  to  place 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  American  Legion.  We  had,  then, 
of  town  money  approximately  $3,800  for  expenditure  for 
library  support.  Of  this,  $2,590.69  went  for  salaries. 
Fuel,  light,  telephone,  supplies,  etc.,  cost  us  $397.65, 
leaving  us  $1,159.78  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  maga- 
zines. Deducting  our  income  from  fines  of  approximately 
$150,  we  had  left  last  year  to  supply  reading  material 
approximately  $1,000  from  the  Town's  contribution. 

There  is  economy  and  there  is  parsimony.  He  who 
is  penurious  and  parsimonious,  who  will  not  send  a  new 
penny  forth  to  get  back  an  old  dollar,  is  not  economical. 

I  feel  that  the  Town  made  a  big  mistake  in  cutting 
the  appropriation.  In  fact,  I  feel  that,  if  the  matter  were 
placed  before  the  Town  Meeting  as  a  whole,  it  would 
not  have  refused  our  request  for  $4,600  last  year. 

Aim 

It  is  our  purpose  to  serve  the  public  as  efficiently 
and  as  broadly  as  our  money  will  allow.  We  do  not  con- 
trol the  purse  strings.  We  can  spend  only  what  is 
given  us.    What  we  get,  we  will  spend  wisely. 

We  hope  that  the  $4,600  appropriation  will  be  re- 
turned to  us,  as  our  library  will  suffer,  even  more  than 
it  has  this  year  under  a  continued  retrenchment  because 
of  lack  of  funds  to  purchase  a  sufficient  amount  of  new 
books  and  to  replace  old,  soiled,  and  worn-out  books,  espe- 
cially juveniles. 
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STATISTICS 


The  following  statistics  are  given: 
Circulation 


Main  Library  36,700 

Three  Rivers  Branch  16,191 

Thorndike  Branch  7,019 

Bondsville  Branch  9,777 


Total  69,687 
Last  Year  66,864 


Increase  2,823 
Books 

Books  on  hand,  January  1,  1927  18,400 
Purchased  during  the  year  430 
Received  by  Gift  36 


Books  on  hand,  January  1,  1928  18,866 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON, 

Librarian 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT  FOR  1927 
Receipts 

January  1,  1926,  Balance  $  13.99 

Received  from  Town  4,000.00 

Fines  137.98 


Total  $4,151.97 


Disbursements 

Salaries  $2,590.69 

Books  and  Magazines  1,159.78 

Supplies,  Lights,  and  Telephone  159.13 

Fuel  195.72 

Removal  of  Ashes  19.35 

Repairs  15.45 

Miscellaneous  8.00 


$4,148.12 

Balance,  January  1,  1928  $  3.85 


FRANK  S.  KEITH, 

Treasurer 


Report  of  Planning  Board 


January  5,  1928 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Palmer,  Massachusetts 

The  Planning  Board  recommends  that  the  Town  be 
zoned  and  that  in  connection  with  zoning,  steps  be  taken 
towards  a  properly  developed  plan  to  guide  the  Town 
in  its  growth. 

Several  conditions  exist  which  make  prompt  action 
advisable. 

The  establishment  of  an  aviation  field  in  Palmer  is 
receiving  consideration.  The  logical  location  for  this 
seems  to  be  near  Three  Rivers  or  Bondsville.  A  well 
planned  and  correctly  placed  airport  would  be  of  im- 
measurable future  importance,  but  the  value  will  depend 
largely  on  well  planned  surroundings. 

A  new  highway  for  through  travel  is  receiving  fav- 
orable attention.  This  starts  at  the  North  End  Bridge 
in  Springfield,  thence  to  Carew  Street,  East  Springfield, 
Indian  Orchard,  Ludlow,  Red  Bridge,  Three  Rivers, 
Thorndike,  Ware  and  West  Brookfield.  This  offers  im- 
portant development  for  the  villages,  but  if  we  do  not 
take  steps  for  our  own  protection  and  advantage,  the 
plans  will  necessarily  be  made  by  outside  interests. 
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In  the  Depot  Village,  the  Holbrook-Pine  Streets  sec- 
tion is  being  development  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
almost  anyone  who  owns  sufficient  land  for  a  house-lot 
in  that  vicinity.  Commonsense  plans  must  be  substituted 
for  the  present  haphazard  development  if  it  is  desired 
to  maintain  residential  values  in  that  section.  Further- 
more, the  large  tract  lying  northerly  has  greater  poten- 
tial residential  value  than  any  other  section  in  Palmer — 
if  it  is  correctly  planned  and  laid  out.  Otherwise,  develop- 
ment will  be  greatly  retarded  if  not  diverted. 

Park  Street  on  the  main  highway  from  Boston  to 
New  York  has  two  school  houses,  one  for  our  smallest 
children,  and  two  right  angle  turns  in  our  business  cen- 
tre. The  dangerous  condition  existing  at  the  two  under- 
passes will  soon  be  corrected,  but  beyond  casual  discus- 
sion no  attempt  has  been  made  to  correct  the  conditions 
which  are  most  dangerous  to  our  inhabitants  and  to  our 
business  interests.  The  State  officials  have  several  plans 
for  diverting  this  through  traffic  to  other  routes,  and  the 
the  amount  of  through  traffic  which  we  retain  will  pro- 
bably be  commensurate  with  our  co-operation. 

In  closing  we  would  emphasize  this;  the  object  of 
zoning  is  to  promote  the  health,  safety,  convenience  and 
welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  lessen  fire  hazard  and  serve 
the  interests  of  all  by  directing  growth  upon  a  carefully 
developed  plan  protected  by  law.  Haphazard  growth  is 
invariably  expensive.  The  saving  to  a  single  property 
owner  may  easily  exceed  the  entire  cost  of  zoning  to  the 
Town.  In  our  opinion  a  greater  economy  will  be  effected 
by  making  a  zoning  appropriation  at  once  than  by  post- 
poning it. 


HARRIE  M.  HOWE,  Chairman 

M.  Wm.  HOLDEN,  Secretary 


Report  of  Auditors 


We  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer,  Tax  Collector,  Town  Clerk,  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures,  and  Secretary  of  the  Cemetery  Commis- 
sion for  the  year  1927,  and  beg  to  submit  the  following : 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 
Receipts 

Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1927  $  71,891.65 

John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  '25  $7,304.98 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  '26  22,032.56 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  taxes  '27  212,216.46 
John  T.  Brown,  Tax  Coll.,  Interest 

1925-1927  1,702.90 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans  275,000.00 
Commonwealth:  Taxes,  Reimburse- 
ments 104,595.53 
All  other  Sources  27,844.81  650,697.24 


$722,588.89 

Disbursements 

Paid  out  on  Town  Warrants  $624,720.27 
Balance,  December  31,  1927  97,868.62 


$722,588.89 
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TOWN    CLERK'S  REPORT 
Dog  Licenses 

LICENSES  ISSUED^: 

Males  and  Spayed  Females, 

482  @  $2.00  $  964.00 
Females  Spayed,  89  @  $2.00  178.00 
Females,  74  @  $5.00  370.00 
Breeders,  (1)  25.00 


$  1,537.00 


Less  Fees 

646  @  $  .20  129.20 


$  129.20 
$  1,407.80 


PAYMENTS  TO  COUNTY  TREASURER 

June  1,  1927  $1,254.80 
December  1,  1927  153.00 


$  1,407.80 


Collected  Since  December  1,  1927 

2  Males  at  $2.00  $  4.00 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Account  of  1925 

Outstanding  January  1,  1927  $  7,914.12 

Interest  800.16 

Added  Assessments  10.00  8,724.28 


Paid  Treasurer  $  8,105.14 

Abatements  554.64  8,659.78 


Balance  outstanding  $  64.50 

Account  of  1926 

Outstanding  January  1,  1927  $  30,575.13 
Interest  829.22 


$  31,404.35 

Paid  Treasurer  $  22,861.78 

Abatements  64.44  22,926.22 


Balance  outstanding  $  8,478.13 

Account  of  1927 

Assessors'  Warrants  to  be  col- 
lected $280,495.02 
Interest  73.52 


$280,568.54 

Paid  Treasurer  $212,289.98 
Abatements  133.18  212,423.16 


Balance  outstanding  $  68,145.38 
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CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS  ACCOUNT 

Appropriation  $  3,500.00 

Expenditures  $  3,437.34 

Balance  62.66 


$  3,500.00 


Amounts  Collected  and  Paid  Town  Treasurer  as  Follows 

Sale  of  Lots  $  163.00 

Care  of  Lots  1,373.00 

Grading  Lots  101.00 

Opening  Graves  459.35 

Foundation  448.56 


$  2,544.91 


CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS'  FUND 

Balance  January  1,  1927  $  1,534.48 

Interest  to  December  31,  1927  $1,136.66 

Care  of  Lots  for  t*ie  year  907.50  229.16 


Balance  December  31,  1927  $  1,763.64 
Balance  Perpetual  Care  Fund, 

December  31,  1926  $  22,046.00 

Perpetual  Care  Fund,  December  31,  1927  $  22,746.00 
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SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

FEES  Collected  1927  as  per  re- 
ceipt book  $  179.31 


$  179.31 

Paid  Town  Treasurer: 

May  10,  1927  $  145.49 

December  31,  1927  34.42  179.91 


Overpaid  Town  Treasurer  $  .60 

Respectfully  submitted, 


ROBERT  J.  WILDER 
FRED  S.  POTTER 
HOWARD  S.  CURTIS 


Auditors 


Report  of  Selectmen 


The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report : 

ORGANIZATION 

The  Board  organized  with  the  choice  of  Andrew  B. 
Rathbone  as  Chairman  and  Frank  G.  Rogers  as  Tem- 
porary Clerk.  During  the  past  few  months,  Louis  Mar- 
helewicz  has  been  acting  as  Clerk. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Ernest  E.  Hobson  was  appointed  Town  Counsel, 
Harriette  Paine,  Bookkeeper,  David  L.  Bodfish,  Burial 
Agent  and  Superintendent  of  Graves,  M.  Scott  French, 
Chief  Engineer;  Fred  H.  Smith  and  Michael  H.  Davitt, 
Inspectors  of  Animals,  and  Timothy  J.  Crimmins,  Chief 
of  Police 

POLICE 

All  day  and  night  police  officers  were  re-appointed. 
Acting  under  authority  of  Chapter  304  of  the  Acts  of 
1927,  the  Selectmen  accepted  the  pertinent  provisions  of 
Chapter  147  of  the  General  Laws,  excusing  police 
officers  from  duty  for  one  day  out  of  every  eight,  with- 
out loss  of  pay.    The  Board  felt  that  full  time  officers 
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of  the  town  were  entitled  to  this  consideration,  and  feel 
therefore  that  their  action  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  citizens. 

In  conjunction  with  Representative  Daniel  W. 
O'Connor  of  Palmer,  the  Board  signed  a  petition  to  the 
General  Court  asking  that  the  office  of  Chief  of  Police 
of  the  Town  of  Palmer  be  placed  under  civil  service  laws 
and  that  the  present  incumbent  continue  to  hold  the  same 
without  taking  civil  service  examination.  At  the  time 
of  the  writing  of  this  report  the  Committee  on  Civil  Ser- 
vice of  the  Legislature  had  held  a  hearing  upon  the  peti- 
tion, acted  favorably  thereon,  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House.  It  is  hoped  to  have  the  bill  passed  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  so  that  it  may  be  acted  upon  by 
the  voters  at  the  town  meeting.  The  Board  feel  that 
the  citizens  of  the  town  will  welcome  an  opportunity  to 
show  their  appreciation  of  Chief  Crimmins  by  accepting 
this  act  and  taking  his  office  out  of  the  hazards  of 
politics. 

GAY  AVENUE  SEWER 

Under  date  of  September  7,  1927,  the  Department  of 
Public  Health  granted  a  temporary  permit  to  discharge 
sewage  from  Gay  Avenue  and  vicinity,  in  Thorndike, 
into  the  Ware  River  near  Church  Street,  and  acting  un- 
der authority  of  the  vote  passed  at  a  special  town  meet- 
ing, the  Selectmen  arranged  with  the  Road  Department 
to  put  in  the  sewer.  The  work  was  immediately  under- 
taken, following  the  granting  of  the  permit,  and  season- 
ably completed  at  a  cost  approximately  $900.00  less  than 
the  amount  appropriated  therefor. 
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ABOLITION  OF  UNDERPASSES  NEAR  ELECTRIC 
LIGHT  STATION 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  given  considerable 
attention  to  the  matter  of  abolishing  the  underpasses 
easterly  of  the  Depot  Village  on  the  Boston  Road.  It  has 
interviewed  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  officials,  and  has  attended  two 
hearings  given  by  the  County  Commissioners.  It  learned 
that  a  proposition  to  construct  the  Boston  Road  through 
Palmer  Center  was  seriously  considered  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works,  which  project,  if  undertaken, 
would  leave  the  present  state  highway  from  a  point  near 
the  Warren  line  to  the  Depot  Village  a  town  highway, 
to  be  maintained  by  the  town,  and  would  also  leave  the 
underpasses  in  their  present  dangerous  condition.  In 
addition  it  would  mean  there  would  be  some  six  or  seven 
miles  more  of  state  highway  for  the  Town  to  be  assessed 
for  upkeep,  averaging  from  $300  to  $500  per  mile,  to- 
gether with  an  economic  loss  to  the  largest  village  of  the 
town,  which  would  be  hard  to  estimate.  Officials  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  petitioned  the  County  Com- 
missioners for  an  alteration  in  the  underpasses  and  two 
hearings  upon  this  petition  were  held.  The  Selectmen 
have  taken  the  position  that  the  underpasses  should 
either  be  altered  or  a  new  road  constructed  along  the 
northerly  side  of  the  tracks  of  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  and  that  the  plan  which  proved  to  be  the  most 
feasible,  consistent  with  cost,  should  be  adopted.  The 
County  Commissioners  still  have  the  matter  under  ad- 
visement. The  Board  suggests  that  this  is  a  matter  of 
vital  interest  to  the  town  and  its  development  should  be 
carefully  watched. 
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GENERAL  KNOX  MARKER 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  through  a 
Commission,  has  erected  suitable  markers  along  the 
trail  which  General  Henry  Knox  followed  in  transporting 
artillery  from  P^ort  Ticonderoga  in  New  York  to  Boston 
during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  Board  designated  as 
a  suitable  place  for  the  marker  the  triangular  plot  of 
land  suituate  at  Shearer's  Corner.  During  the  year  the 
marker  was  set  up  and  on  Armistice  Day  was  accepted 
from  the  Commonwealth  by  the  Selectmen  and  dedicated 
with  suitable  exercises.  State  Treasurer  Youngman, 
Chairman  of  the  General  Knox  Commission,  delivered 
an  appropriate  address.  Mayor  Fordis  C.  Parker  of 
Springfield  graced  the  occasion  with  his  presence  and 
made  fitting  remarks.  The  Board  recommends  that  pro- 
vision be  made  for  the  annual  care  of  the  plot.  It  should 
be  properly  mowed  and  kept  in  good  order.  We  suggest 
that  an  adequate  appropriation  be  made  and  that  the 
Road  Department  be  requested  to  take  care  of  the  work. 

MEMORIAL  APPROACH 

At  the  last  annual  town  meeting  the  town  voted  to 
purchase  certain  land  of  Charles  A.  Callahan  and  Henry 
D.  Converse,  running  from  Park  Street  to  Converse 
Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  for  a  memorial  approach  to 
the  High  School.  Early  in  the  year  the  land  was  acquired 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  and  with  the 
able  and  interested  volunteer  work  on  the  part  of  the 
members  of  Merrill  L.  Simonds  Post,  American  Legion, 
a  very  attractive  approach  has  been  made.  On  Armistice 
Day,  the  American  Legion  conducted  appropriate  exer- 
cises at  the  High  School  Auditorium  and  turned  the  plot 
over  to  the  town,  which  was  accepted  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board.    The  Town  has  secured  both  a  convenient 
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and  attractive  approach  to  the  High  School  and  a  fitting 
memorial  to  the  men  who  served  the  Town  and  their 
Country  so  faithfully  in  the  great  World  War. 

The  various  problems  that  have  arisen  during  the 
year  have  been  given  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Board  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to  conduct  the 
town's  business  promptly  and  economically.  The  Board 
is  pleased  to  state  that  it  has  had  hearty  and  cheerful 
co-operation  from  all  the  departments  of  the  town. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement  of  Recommendations  for  the  year  1928 


Election  and  Registration  $1,500.00 
Premium  Workman's  Compensation  Insurance  950.00 

Auditing  and  Accounting  1,490.00 

Selectmen's  Other  Expenses  500.00 

Selectmen's  Contingent  Account  1,800.00 

Special  Police  1,000.00 

Printing  and  Distribution  of  Town  Reports  900.00 

Salaries  of  Selectmen  1,000.00 

Law  and  Claim  Department  1,500.00 

Insurance  500.00 

Soldiers'  Relief  1,000.00 


ANDREW  B.  RATHBONE, 
LOUIS  MARHELEWICZ, 

Board  of  Selectmen. 


Jury  List 


In  accordance  with  Chapter  348  of  the  Acts  of  1907, 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Palmer  have  prepared  the 
following  list  of  inhabitants  of  said  Town  of  Palmer  as 
qualified  to  serve  as  Jurors  for  the  year  beginning  July 
1,  1927. 


Charles  0.  Murphy 
William  Daly 
Ralph  Senecal 
James  F.  Donahue 
Jeremiah  F.  O'Connor 
George  J.  Flint 
John  E.  Moran 
William  M.  Barrett 
Freeman  A.  Smith 
James  Rathbone 
Frank  J.  Henry 
Joseph  A.  Fountain 
Alcide  N.  Barber 
George  Fournier 
Lawrence  F.  Sullivan 
Frank  E.  Albro 
Michael  J.  Donahue,  Jr. 
David  Belisle 
John  T.  Sullivan 
Robert  A.  Swain 
William  La  Plant 
Robert  Ducy 


Highland  Street,  Palmer 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Ruggles  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Pine  Street,  Palmer 
Fox  Street,  Palmer 
Pleasant  Street,  Palmer 
Main  Street,  Palmer 
Vaille  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Central  Street,  Palmer 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
Main  Street,  Thorndike 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Bourne  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Bourne  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Springfield  Street,  Three  Rivers 
High  Street,  Thorndike 
Commercial  Street,  Thorndike 
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Charles  D.  Holden 
John  R.  Ahearn 
Daniel  A.  Shea 
Maurice  J.  Moriarty 
Andrew  B.  Rathbone 
Frederick  Brouillette 
Fred  S.  Potter 
Andrew  C.  Carroll 
Andrew  G.  Ditto 
Michael  J.  Sullivan 
David  E.  Marcy 
Clifford  Foster 
George  W.  Motyka 
Stanislaw  Markot 
Albert  A.  Boissy 
John  F.  Griffin 
William  P.  Donovan 
Daniel  F.  Austin 
August  Amman 
George  W.  Authier 
Walter  J.  Baldwin 
David  L.  Bodfish 
John  Bradlenski 
Louis  J.  Brainerd 
John  G.  Butts 
Louis  E.  Chandler 
Marshall  R.  Clark 
Peter  E.  Cody 
Henry  D.  Converse 
Charles  Cordiali 
Edward  F.  Cushman 
Charles  B.  Doherty 
Emile  Erikson 
Edwin  Fisher 
Louis  H.  Fountaine 
Frank  M.  Foley 


44  Converse  Street,  Palmer 
South  Main  Street,  Palmer 
South  Main  Street,  Bondsville 
High  Street,  Bondsville 
King  Street,  Palmer 
South  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Grove  Street,  Palmer 
Pinney  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Maple  Street,  Palmer 
Central  Street,  Palmer 
Commercial  Street,  Thorndike 
East  Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Ruggles  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
State  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
South  Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Pine  Street,  Palmer 
South  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Knox  Street,  Palmer 
Holbrook  Street,  Palmer 
Main  Street,  Palmer 
Highland  Street,  Palmer 
Pine  Street,  Paimer 
Squier  Street,  Palmer 
Squier  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Main  Street,  Palmer 
Thorndike  Street,  Palmer 
Pine  Street,  Palmer 
Forest  Street,  Palmer 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Knox  Street,  Palmer 
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R.  J.  Wilder 
H.  B.  Sanborn 
Vernon  Simmington 
Sidney  H.  Sayles 
Reginald  Kempton 
Carl  King 
F.  J.  Jarvis 
Arthur  W.  Holbrook 
William  M.  Gale 
Wm.  J.  Birmingham 
Edward  P.  Brown 
Harold  W.  Brainerd 
Michael  Pelczarski 
Frank  J.  Longtine 
Edward  J.  Curtin 
Wm.  B.  Kerigan 
Samuel  Thayer 
Eddie  Tenczar 
Frank  J.  Salamon 
Stanley  F.  Salamon 
Stanley  Skrzyniarz 
Albert  Kolbusz 
Alozy  Konicki 
Charles  H.  Bresette 
Seymour  Chabot 
Alphonse  C.  Abare 
Peter  E.  Bard 
Leslie  W.  Cameron 
Charles  F.  Dingman 
Albert  E.  Edwards 
Robert  E.  Faulkner 
Wm.  J.  Gillis 
H.  Stewart  Redmond 
John  C.  Bauer 
Lyman  L.  Keith 
Ludwik  Marhelewicz 


Squier  Street,  Palmer 
Central  Street,  Palmer 
Central  Street,  Palmer 
Central  Street,  Palmer 
South  Main  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
Squier  Street,  Palmer 
Thorndike  Street,  Palmer 
Pleasant  Street,  Palmer 
Highland  Street,  Palmer 
Squier  Street,  Palmer 
Highland  Street,  Palmer 
High  Street,  Thorndike 
High  Street,  Thorndike 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
Ware  Road,  Palmer 
Summer  Street,  Thorndike 
Main  Street,  Thorndike 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
Hobbs  Street,  Thorndike 
High  Street,  Thorndike 
Main  Street,  Thorndike 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
Church  Street,  Thorndike 
Main  Street,  Thorndike 
Pine  Street,  Palmer 
Converse  Street,  Palmer 
Knox  Street,  Palmer 
Grove  Street,  Palmer 
Pleasant  Street,  Palmer 
Pine  Street,  Palmer 
North  Main  Street,  Palmer 
High  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Maple  Terrace,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Bourne  Street,  Three  Rivers 
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Wilfred  Boissy 
Frank  J.  B.  Camerlin 
Frank  M.  Fleury 
Edmond  Forte 
Peter  Frydryk 
Albert  S.  Geer 
Henry  A.  Laviolette 
Stanley  Ziemba 
Alcide  Poitras 
Paul  Rollett 
Melton  J.  Royce 
Jan  S.  Stachovecz 
Elmer  H.  Powell 
Charles  H.  Sharratt 
Michael  R.  Sullivan 
John  J.  Conway 
Benj.  C.  Shaw 
Frank  Lamb 
Horace  F.  Parker 
John  F.  Shaw 


Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Kelly  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Ruggles  Street,  Three  Rivers 
North  Street,  Three  Rivers 
High  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Springfield  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
High  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
North  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Main  Street,  Three  Rivers 
High  Street,  Three  Rivers 
Palmer  Road,  Bondsville 
State  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
Pine  Street,  Bondsville 
Main  Street,  Bondsville 
High  Street,  Bondsville 


ANDREW  B.  RATHBONE, 
LUDWIK  MARHELEWICZ, 

.  Selectmen  of  Palmer 


Town  Warrant 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

County  of  Hampden,  ss.  Town  of  Palmer 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  in 
said  County, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
you  are  hereby  required  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions of  town  officers,  to  meet  at  the  several  polling  places 
in  said  Palmer,  designated  by  the  Selectmen,  to  wit :  In 
Precinct  A,  at  Holbrook  Hall  in  the  Holbrook  Building 
on  Main  Street  in  the  Depot  Village;  in  Precinct  B,  at 
Recreation  Building  (room  on  the  street  floor)  on  Com- 
mercial Street  in  Thorndike ;  in  Precinct  C,  at  Saint  Stan- 
islaus Polish  Lyceum  Building  (hall  on  the  second  floor) 
on  East  Main  Street  in  Three  Rivers ;  and  in  Precinct  D, 
at  Boston  Duck  Company's  Hall  on  Main  Street,  in  Bonds- 
ville,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1928, 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  give  in 
their  votes  on  one  ballot  to  precinct  officers  of  the  several 
voting  precincts  of  said  town,  for  the  following  town  offi- 
cers, to  wit :  Three  Selectmen,  a  Town  Treasurer,  a  Collec- 
tor of  Taxes,  three  Auditors,  five  Constables,  three 
License  Commissioners,  and  a  Tree  Warden,  all  for  the 
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term  of  one  year ;  one  Road  Commissioner,  one  member  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  one  Assessor,  one  member  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Welfare,  one  Cemetery  Commissioner, 
two  members  of  the  School  Committee  and  two  members 
of  the  Planning  Board,  all  for  the  term  of  three  years; 
also  to  vote  by  ballot,  which  shall  be  "yes"  or  "no",  upon 
the  acceptance  of  Chapter  2,  General  Acts  of  1928,  en- 
titled "An  act  placing  the. office  of  Chief  of  Police  in 
the  Town  of  Palmer  under  the  Civil  Service  Laws." 


The  polls  will  be  open  at  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
and  will  be  closed  at  three-thirty  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

And  you  are  further  hereby  required  to  notify  and 
warn  the  inhabitants  of  said  Palmer,  qualified  to  vote  in 
town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town  House  at  Four  Corners, 
in  said  Palmer,  on  Monday,  the  thirteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.  1928,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  at  said 
meeting. 

Article    2.    To  choose  all  other  usual  town  officers. 


Article  3.  To  act  on  the  reports  of  the  town 
officers. 

Article  4.  To  raise  money  and  make  appropria- 
tions to  defray  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Article  5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to 
borrow  during  the  ensuing  financial  year,  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  said  year,  such  sums  of  monsy  as  may 
be  necessary  for  current  expenses  of  the  town,  but  not 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  amount  permitted  by  law, 
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giving  the  note  or  notes  of  the  town  therefor,  payable 
within  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  all  debts  incurred 
under  authority  of  this  vote  to  be  paid  from  revenue  of 
the  said  financial  year. 

Article  6.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  reports  of  com- 
mittees. 

Article  7.  To  choose  committees  and  give  them  in- 
structions. 

Article  8.  To  determine  the  manner  and  state  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  collecting  the  taxes  for  the  en- 
suing year,  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the  collector  of 
taxes. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  to  convey  pupils  to  and  from  public  schools, 
and  instruct  the  school  committee  as  to  the  manner  of 
letting  the  contract  for  such  conveyance. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  Young  Men's  Library  Association, 
or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
money  for  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day. 

Article  12.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  relation  to  sewers. 

Article  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  respect  to  lighting  the  streets  and  whether  it  will  au- 
thorize the  selectmen  to  make  contract  therefor,  and 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same. 
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Article  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  reference  to  the  planting  and  preservation  of  shade 
trees. 

Article  15.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  regard  to  sidewalks  and  curbing. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  improvement  of  cemeteries. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate 
money  for  the  suppression  of  gypsy,  brown-tail  and  satin 
moths  and  elm  tree  beetles,  and  other  insect  pests. 

Article  18.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  suits  and  claims  now  pending  against  the  town. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  money  for  the  insurance  and  maintenance 
of  the  auto  fire  trucks  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  such 
sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  cost  of 
rent,  janitor  service  and  maintenance  of  the  town  offices 
in  the  Holbrook  Building. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sprinkle 
or  spread  upon  its  public  ways,  or  parts  thereof,  water  or 
any  liquid  or  material  suitable  for  laying  or  preventing 
dust  and  preserving  the  surface  of  such  ways  and  for  san- 
itary purposes,  the  cost  thereof  to  be  assessed  upon  abut- 
ting estates,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  the  Wing  Memorial 
Hospital  Association  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  said 
association  in  this  town,  or  for  the  care  and  support  in 
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said  hospital  of  persons  wholly  or  in  part  unable  to  sup- 
port or  care  for  themselves,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000.00  to  help  defray  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  District  Nurse. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  maintain 
police  in  the  several  villages,  authorize  the  selectmen  to 
employ  and  appoint  in  addition  a  Chief  of  Police,  and  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  all  the 
police  officers  of  the  town,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
money  for  the  same. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  to  meet  the  town's  share  of  the  cost  to  the 
County  of  Hampden  for  providing  adequate  hospital  care 
for  consumptives  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  III  of 
the  General  Laws. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  or  any  sum,  to  be 
expended  within  the  town  under  the  direction  of  the 
Trustees  for  County  Aid  to  Agriculture,  for  the  promo- 
tion of  boys'  and  girls'  work  in  agriculture,  home  making 
and  country  life  in  the  town,  including  agricultural  dem- 
onstration work  on  land  owned  by  the  town,  or  owned 
by  any  resident  of  the  town,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  45  of  Chapter  128  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate 
money  under  the  authority  of  Section  22  of  Chapter  115 
of  the  General  Laws  for  the  care  of  graves  of  persons 
who  served  in  the  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps  of  the 
United  States  in  time  of  war  or  insurrection  and  wer3 
honorably  discharged  from  such  service. 
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Article  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  overdrafts  made  by  the  several  departments  of  the 
town  during  the  year  1927,  or  take  any  action  relative 
thereto. 

Article  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  new  sidewalks  as  follows:-  (a)  Curbing, 
with  tree  belt,  along  the  cement  walk  on  the  northeasterly 
side  of  Park  Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  adjoining  the 
land  known  as  the  Memorial  Approach  to  the  High  School 
and  extending  10  feet  southeasterly  from  the  southeast- 
erly line  of  said  approach;  (b)  Curbing,  with  tree  belt, 
along  the  cement  walk  on  the  southwesterly  side  of  Con- 
verse Street  in  the  Depot  Village,  adjoining  the  land 
known  as  the  Memorial  Approach  to  the  High  School  and 
extending  10  feet  southeasterly  from  the  southeasterly 
line  of  said  approach;  (c)  Cinder  walk  along  Hill  Street  in 
Thorndike,  running  from  its  intersection  with  Church 
Street  northeasterly,  northerly  and  northwesterly  to 
Harding  Street,  thence  westerly  along  Harding  Street  to 
Hobbs  Street,  thence  northerly  along  Hobbs  Street  to  the 
northerly  terminus  of  said  Hobbs  Street;  (d)  Sidewalk, 
with  curbing,  on  the  northerly  side  of  North  Main  Street 
in  the  Depot  Village,  from  the  Point  of  Rocks  to  Shearer's 
Coiner;  (e)  Curbing  along  the  sidewalk  on  the  southerly 
side  of  Bourne  Street,  in  Three  Rivers,  from  Main  Street 
to  Pleasant  Street,  with  necessary  repairs  to  said  walk; 
(f)  Install  curbing  and  repair  present  sidewalk  on  the 
Palmer  Road  in  Three  Rivers  from  South  Street  to  prop- 
erty of  one  Les5  and  provide  suitable  drainage  for  said 
Palmer  Road  at  that  point. 

Article  3°.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct 
a  sidewalk  under  the  tracks  of  the  Central  Vermont  and 
Ware  River  Railroads,  about  450  feet  west  of  Shearer's 
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Corner  on  the  Boston  Road,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
for  the  same,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  31.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  plot  of  land  at 
Shearer's  Corner  upon  which  the  General  Knox  Marker  is 
located. 

Article  32.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  petition  the  proper  authority  for  an 
alteration  at  the  crossing  of  the  Springfield  Road  and  the 
tracks  of  the  Ware  River  Branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  and  the  Central  Vermont  Railway,  known  as  the 
Wire  Mill  Underpass,  so  as  to  provide  a  safe  and  suitable 
passageway  for  pedestrians  at  said  crossing,  or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Article  33.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  an 
improved  highway  in  the  Ludlow  or  Red  Bridge  Road, 
from  the  end  of  the  present  macadam  in  Springfield  Street 
in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers,  to  the  Wilbraham  town 
line,  appropriate  any  sum  of  money  therefor,  and  raise 
said  sum  by  taxation  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  action 
relative  thereto. 

Article  34.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropri- 
ate money  for  the  improvement  of  highways  as  follows: 
(a)  Improve  and  harden  with  gravel  or  othei.  su't^ble  ma- 
terial Pinney  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  from  Park  Stree: 
to  property  of  the  Whittall  Associates,  (b)  Macadamize 
or  otherwise  improve  and  harden  Converse  Street  in  the 
Depot  Village;  (c)  Macadamize  or  otherwise  improve  and 
harden  Walnut  Street  in  the  Dspot  Village ;  (d)  Macada- 
mize or  otherwise  improve  and  harden  High  Street  in  the 
Village  of  Thorndike  from  Commercial  Street  to  School 
Street;  (e)  Improve  and  harden  Bourne  Street  in  the 
Village  of  Three  Rivers  from  East  Main  Street  to  Pleas- 
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ant  Street ;  (f )  Improve  and  harden  Pleasant  Street  in 
the  Village  of  Three  Rivers  from  Bourne  Street  to  East 
Main  Street;  (g)  Macadamize  or  otherwise  improve  and 
harden  the  highway  running  from  the  road  leading 
from  Thorndike  to  Palmer  to  the  State  Highway  leading 
to  Ware  at  a  point  opposite  St.  Thomas'  Cemetery. 

Article  35.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install 
and  maintain  additional  electric  lights  as  follows:  (a)  2 
lights  on  Shaw  Street  in  the  Depot  Village;  (b)  2  lights 
on  the  Belchertown  Road  in  the  Village  of  Three  Rivers ; 

(c)  1  light  on  Thorndike  Street  in  the  Depot  Village  at  a 
point  opposite  the  main  entrance  to  Oak  Knoll  Cemetery ; 

(d)  2  lights  on  the  Springfield  Road  at  the  Wire  Mill  Un- 
derpass; (e)  1  light  on  the  road  from  Shearer's  Corner 
to  Four  Corners,  at  a  point  near  the  house  of  John  Fila. 

Article  36.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  for  the  construction  of  sewers  as  follows: 
(a)  Catch  basin  at  the  corner  of  Monat  and  East  Main 
Streets  in  Three  Rivers;  (b)  Additional  catch  basin  to 
connect  with  the  Gay  Avenue  sewer  in  Thorndike;  (c) 
Sewer  in  Oak  Street,  Three  Rivers,  from  Cross  Street 
westerly  to  Ruggles,  southerly  in  Ruggles  Street  to  River- 
view  Avenue  and  through  Riverview  Avenue  to  the  river, 
and  in  Ruggles  Street  from  Oak  Street  southerly  to  a 
point  near  the  house  of  John  Jajuga. 

Article  37.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  repair  the  heating  plant 
and  system  in  the  Memorial  Hall  Building. 

Article  38.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  refurnish  and  repair  the 
Town  Farm  buildings. 
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Article  39.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  provide 
additional  fire  protection  for  the  Town  Farm  buildings 
and  appropriate  any  sum  of  money  therefor. 

Article  40.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  Memorial  Ap- 
proach to  the  High  School. 

Article  41.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  Planning  Board  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  survey  of  the  town  and  developing  therefrom  a  zoning 
map  and  by-laws  for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  use  of 
property  and  the  construction  of  buildings  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  42.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  the 
assessors'  valuation  of  property  for  the  year  1927  printed, 
and  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the  same,  or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 

Article  43.  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate 
money,  to  be  expended  in  the  discretion  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  selectmen,  for  the  repair  and  maintenance 
of  the  clock  in  the  Universalist  Church  tower  in  the  Depot 
Village,  or  take  any  action  relative  thereto. 

And  you  are  hereby  directed  to  serve  this  warrant 
by  posting  up  attested  copies  thereof  in  some  one  public 
place  in  each  of  the  four  villages  of  the  town  known  as 
the  Depot  Village,  Thorndike,  Three  Rivers  and  Bonds- 
ville,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  holding  of  said  meet- 
ing, and  by  publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  in  at  least 
two  issues  of  the  Journal-Register,  a  newspaper  published 
in  said  Palmer,  the  first  publication  to  be  not  less  than 
seven  days  before  the  holding  of  said  meeting. 
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Hereof  fail  not  and  make  due  return  of  this  warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  at  or  be- 
fore the  holding  of  said  meeting. 

-  Given  under  our  hands  this  twentieth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, A.  D.  1928 

ANDREW  B.  RATHBONE, 
LUDWIK  MARHELEW1CZ, 

Selectmen  of  Palmer. 


A  true  copy,  Attest: 

MICHAEL  COLLINS, 
Constable  of  the  Town  of  Palmer. 


TOWN  OF  PALMER 


SCHOOL  REPORT 


For  the  Year  Ending 
DECEMBER  31,  1927 


Report  of  School  Committee 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Palmer,  Massachusetts: 

Your  School  Committee,  herewith  submits  as  a  part 
of  its  report,  the  report  to  it,  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools.  In  this,  some  of  the  outstanding  features  of 
school  operation  are  discussed.  An  amplification  of  this 
brief  report  of  the  School  Committee  may  be  made,  verb- 
ally, later. 

Last  year  the  budget  request,  all  but  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  finance  sub-committee  on  schools,  was 
for  the  sum  of  $179,447.11.  Of  this  amount  there  was 
expended  $177,326,62  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of 
$2,120.49. 

This  balance  was  mainly  due,  to  unexpectedly  favor- 
able condition  of  weather  and  coal  cost  and  to  a  lessened 
vocational  school  cost.  Thus  while  we  are  glad  to  re- 
port this  balance,  we  can  take  no  credit  for  it,  as  we  are 
unable  to  control  weather,  coal  prices  or  the  number  who 
wish  to  accept  vocational  school  advantages.  Had  wea- 
ther been  more  severe,  coal  prices  higher  and  a  greater 
instead  of  a  lesser  enrollment  in  vocational  school  a 
deficit  might  as  easly  have  resulted  as  a  balance.  Items 
such  as  these  mentioned,  are  estimated  on  "experience" 
of  previous  year  or  years. 
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At  the  moment  we  cannot  say  what  the  amount 
of  the  budget  request  of  the  present  year  will  be,  as  the 
study  has  not  been  completed. 

Your  committee  is  constantly  working  to  secure  the 
greatest  efficiency  possible  in  the  schools.  You  have  a 
devoted  corps  of  teachers,  who  loyally  perform  their 
duties  and  the  standing  of  your  system  regardless  of  the 
low  comparative  cost  is  high  among  those  of  the  state 
and  is  improving. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DR.  GEORGE  A.  MOORE, 

Chairman  School  Committee 


Palmer,  Mass.,  January  17,  1928. 


School  Committee,  1927-1928 


DR.  GEORGE  A.  MOORE,  Chairman 


CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON,  Secretary 


Dr.  George  A.  Moore 
Dr.  Everett  P.  Jewett 


Term  expires  1930 

Term  expires  1930 

Term  expires  1929 

Term  expires  1929 

Term  expires  1928 

Term  expires  1928 


Robert  E.  Faulkner 
Dennis  J.  Horgan 
John  F.  Shea 


Jeremiah  J.  Kelley 


Regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  are  held 
at  7.30  p.  m.  on  the  Tuesday  before  the  last  Friday  of 
each  school  month. 

All  bills  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent 
on  the  Monday  before  the  above  date. 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  Clifton  H.  Hobson. 
Office,  High  School  Building.  Telephone  54. 
Office  Hours: — 8  a.  m.  to  12  m.,  1  to  5  p.  m.; 
Saturdays,  9  a.  m.  to  12  m. 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS 


Patrick  McKelligett, 
T.  J.  Crimmins, 
Patrick  Nagle, 
William  Smith, 
Arthur  Bennett, 
John  P.  Donahue, 
Daniel  Dunn, 
Edmund  L.  Guerin, 


Thorndike 
Three  Rivers 

Forest  Lake 
Bondsville 


Depot 
Depot 


Depot 
Town 
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JANITORS 

Patrick  McKelligett, 
Jerry  Sullivan, 
Herbert  Blanchard, 
Patrick  Nagle, 
John  P.  Donahue, 
William  Smith, 
Daniel  Dunn, 


Palmer 
Palmer 
Palmer 
Thorndike 
Bondsville 
Three  Rivers 
Wire  Mill 


Calendar 


HIGH  SCHOOL 

Winter  term  begins  January  3, 1928 ;  ends  February  24, 1928 
Spring  term  begins  March  5,  1928 ;  ends  April  27,  1928 
Summer  term  begins  May  7,  1928 ;  ends  June  29,  1928 
Fall  term  begins  September  4, 1928 ;  endsDecember21, 1928 
Winterterm  begins  January  2, 1929 ;  ends  February  21, 1929 
Spring  term  begins  March  4,  1929 ;  ends  April  26,  1929 
Summer  term  begins  May  6,  1929;  ends  June  28,  1929 

OTHER  SCHOOLS 

Winterterm  begins  January  3, 1928 ;  ends  February  24, 1923 
Spring  term  begins  March  5,  1928 ;  ends  April  27,  1928 
Summer  term  begins  May  7,  1928 ;  ends  June  15,  192S 
Fall  termbegins/September4, 1928 ;  ends  December  21, 1928 
Winter  term  begins  January  2, 1929 ;  ends  February  21,1929 
Spring  term  begins  March  4,  1929 ;  ends  April  26,  1929 
Summer  term  begins  May  6,  1929 ;  ends  June  14,  1929 

VACATIONS— ALL  SCHOOLS 

Winter— February  25,  1928,  to  March  4,  1928,  inclusive 
Spring— April  28,  1928,  to  May  6,  1928,  inclusive 
Summer— (Grades) :  June  16,  1928,  to  September  3,  1928, 

inclusive 

(High) :  June  30,  1928,  to  September  3,  1928, 

inclusive 
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Fall— December  22,  1928,  to  January  1,  1929,  inclusive 
Winter— February  23,  1929,  to  March  3,  1929,  inclusive 
Spring— April  27,  1929,  to  May  5,  1929,  inclusive 
Summer— (Grades) :  June  15,  1929,  to  September  2,  1929, 

inclusive 

(High)  :  June  29,  1929,  to  September  2,  1929, 

inclusive 


HOLIDAYS 

Washington's  Birthday,  Patriot's  Day,  Memorial  Day, 
Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Convention  Day,  Thanks- 
giving (with  day  following). 


Report  of 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Palmer : 

Gentlemen:  1  herewith  present  my  seventeenth 

annual  report  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Palmer. 
This  is  the  thirty-fifth  in  the  series  of  reports  issued  by 
the  superintendents  of  the  town. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  report  this  year  will  be  brief.  Only  a  few  of 
the  "high  spots"  will  be  touched  upon. 

ATTENDANCE 

The  attendance  statistics  for  the  school  year  of 
1926-1927  indicate  that,  from  the  attendance  standpoint, 
the  schools  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  This  con- 
dition has  existed  almost  without  exception  over  a  long 
period  of  years.  The  only  real  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  local  attendance  is  by  means  of  comparison  on  a 
state-wide  basis.  For  three  (3)  years,  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Education  has  issued  a  table  giving  the  relative 
rank  of  towns  and  cities  in  percentage  of  attendance. 
For  the  school  year  1923-24,  we  ranked  thirteenth  (13th) 
in  the  State;  for  1924-25,  we  ranked  twelfth  (12th)  in  the 
State;  for  1925-26,  we  ranked  sixteenth  (16th)  in  the 
State.  There  are  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355)  towns 
and  cities  in  the  State. 
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Summarized,  the  statistics  are  as  follows: 
1926—1927 
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25  333 

30  440 

36  307 

28  191 

22  300 
32  391 

23  192 
17  32 

3  28 


Total,  2,206.73  2,151.09    97.47  355  2,519 

Ninety-seven  and  forty-seven  hundredths  per  cent. 
(97.47  a  )  is  an  unusually  high  percentage  of  attendance. 
It  is  one  and  twenty  hundredths  per  cent.  (1.20%)  higher 
than  that  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  tardinesses  exceeded  that  of  last  year 
by  ninety-one  (91).     This  number  is  altogether  too  high. 

Out  of  an  average  membership  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  six  and  seventy-three  hundredths  (2,206.73), 
four  hundred  and  forty-five  (445)  pupils  secured  Perfect 
Attendance  Certificates,  having  been  neither  absent  nor 
tardy  during  the  school  year.  In  other  words,  twenty 
per  cent.  (20$  )  of  the  average  membership,  or  one  (1) 
out  of  every  five  (5)  pupils,  was  perfect  in  attendance. 
This  is  an  unusually  high  percentage.  Rarely,  if  ever, 
have  we  attained  a  higher  one. 
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CHANGES  IN  TEACHING  PERSONNEL 

During  the  past  school  year,  we  had  but  one  (1) 
resignation.  This  was  a  very  unusual  happening.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  us,  when  we  began  school  in  the 
fall,  to  hire  a  single  new  teacher.  In  years  gone  by,  we 
have  probably  averaged  ten  (10)  to  fifteen  per  cent. 
(15%)  of  new  teachers  beginning  their  duties  with  us 
upon  the  opening  of  school  in  September. 


HEALTH  WORK 

The  health  work  done  in  our  schools  during  the  past 
year  has  been  wide-spread  and  effective. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  lines  of  activity, 
Diphtheria     a  very  intensive  effort  was  made  to 

secure  as  wide  an  immunization  of  pupils 
as  possible  against  that  great  childhood  scourge— Diph- 
theria. We  planned  a  program  that  would  give  the 
greatest  possible  effectiveness  in  the  shortest  space  of 
time.  Permissions  were  gotten  from  parents  to  allow 
their  children  to  be  immunized.  Those  ten  (10)  years 
or  over  in  age  were  first  Schicked  to  determine  their  sus- 
ceptibility. Those  who  proved  susceptible  were  then 
given  three  (3)  treatments  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin.  All 
pupils  under  ten  (10)  were  given  this  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 
without  first  Schicking. 

A  re-Schicking  was  given  this  fall  to  all  who  had 
been  given  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  to  determine  whether  or 
not  immunity  had  been  established.  In  all  cases  where 
immunity  had  not  been  established,  three  (3)  more  treat- 
ments of  the  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  were  given.  The  per- 
centage of  immunizations  secured  after  the  first  adminis- 
tration of  the  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  was  not  as  large  as  had 
been  desired.     This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  State  authori- 
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ties,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  immunization  of  children 
in  Palmer  apparently  was  more  difficult  to  secure  than  in 
some  other  places,  the  reason  being  that  the  children  had, 
in  many  cases,  very  little  natural  immunity.  Natural 
immunity  is  established  by  children  being  exposed  to  the 
germ  in  the  many  diphtheria  outbreaks  that  occur.  These 
attacks  are  not  successful  in  a  great  many  cases  and,  as 
a  result  of  the  unsuccessful  attack,  a  natural  immunity  is 
built  up.  The  fact  that  Palmer  has  been  as  free  as  it  has 
from  diphtheria  outbreaks  is  responsible  for  the  lack  of 
natural  immunity. 

The  dosage  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  is  today  one-thirtieth 
(1/30)  of  the  strength  of  what  it  was  several  years  ago. 
It  is  mild  in  strength — possibly,  too  mild.  When  Toxin 
Anti-Toxin  was  thirty  (30)  times  its  present  strength,  it 
was  found  that  about  ten  per  cent.  (10r<)  were  still 
"Positive"  after  the  first  three  (3)  treatments  of  Toxin 
Anti-Toxin.  With  the  milder  dosage,  about  fifteen  per 
cent.  (15%)  were  found  "Positive."  This  fifteen  per 
cent.  (15' <  )  is  a  relative  percentage.  In  some  commu- 
nities, it  runs  as  low  as  five  per  cent.  (5rr )  ;  in  others,  as 
high  as,  and  higher  than,  twenty-five  per  cent.  (25%) 
"Positive."  In  many  cases,  it  is  found  that  the  milder 
dose  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  is  enough,  when  added  to  the 
natural  immunity  of  children,  to  build  up  a  sufficient 
immunity  to  ward  off  diphtheria.  Our  percentage  of 
"Positives" — thirty-seven  and  eighty-two  hundredths 
per  cent.  (37.82  %  ) — ran  high.  This  high  percentage,  in 
the  opinion  of  State  authorities,  was  due  not  to  faulty 
technique  but,  rather,  to  lack  of  natural  immunity.  When 
the  re-Schicking  of  those  who  have  received  this  last 
administration  of  Toxin  anti-Toxin  is  done,  it  is  believed 
that  the  then  percentage  of  "Positives"  will  be  very  small. 

This  immunization  work  has  been  carried  on  through 
the  local  Board  of  Health  in  the  parochial  schools  and 
with  children  of  pre-school  age.     If  every  parent  would 
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allow  his  child  to  be  immunized,  diphtheria  would  abso- 
lutely become  an  unknown  quantity  in  Palmer.  During 
the  past  year,  only  two  (2)  cases  have  been  reported  in 
town — one  on  the  part  of  a  child  who  had  had  the  treat- 
ments of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  but  two  (2)  months —  it  takes 
six  (6)  to  secure  immunization — and  the  other  where  the 
parents  had  refused  to  allow  the  immunization.  It  is 
difficult  to  make  the  parents  realize,  in  many  cases,  that 
treatments  such  as  these  should  be  given  their  children. 
Some  parents  are  suspicious  of  any  effort  of  this  kind  that 
is  put  forth.  It  is  all  in  the  best  interests  of  the  child. 
Nothing  bespeaks  more  highly  the  present-day  attitude 
throughout  the  country  of  those  in  authority  than  work 
of  this  sort,  which,  distinctly  lessening  the  number  of 
deaths,  is  given  to  the  children  without  any  cost  to  them 
individually. 

The  statistics  on  this  immunization  work  in  the 
schools  follow : 

Diphtheria  Immunization 
SPRING,  1927 

Schicking  and  First  Administration  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 

(Pupils  under  10  years  of  age  given  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 
without  Schicking ;  pupils  10  years  or  older  first  Schicked 
and,  if  found  positive,  given  Toxin  Anti-Toxin.) 


Summary 

Enrollment  1,888 

Permissions  1,249 

Per  Cent.  Permissions  66.15 

Number  Schicked  624 

Number  Positive  314 

Number  Negative  310 

§  Number  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  Treatments  2,829 

§  Each  pupil  given  three  treatments — 943  pupils  treated. 
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OCTOBER,  1927 
Re-Schicking 

(All  pupils  given  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  six  months  pre- 
viously Schicked  to  see  if  immunity  was  established.) 

Summary 


Number  Schicked  764 

Number  Positive  289 

Number  Negative  475 

Per  cent.  Positive  37.82 


NOVEMBER  AND  DECEMBER,  1927 
Second  Administration  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 

(All  pupils  given  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  who,  by  re-Schick- 
ing  were  found  to  be  still  susceptible,  were  given  second 
administration  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin.) 


Summary 

Number  First  Treatment  284 

Number  Second  Treatment  276 

Number  Third  Treatment  273 

Number  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  Treatments  833 


First  Administration  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  to 
First  Grade  Pupils 

(It  is  our  purpose  to  give  each  fall  Toxin  Anti-Toxin 
to  all  first  graders  where  parental  permission  is  granted.) 


Number  First  Treatment  81 
Number  Second  Treatment  78 
Number  Third  Treatment  77 


Number  Toxin  Anti-Toxin  Treatments  236 
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Grand  Summary 

Total  Number  of  Schickings  1,388 
Total  Number  of  Toxin  Anti-Toxins  3,898 

The  usual  complete  physical  examina- 
Physical       tions  required  by  State  law  were  given  at 
Examinations  the  begining  of  school  this  fall.  These 
have  been  carefully  tabulated  and  a  com- 
parison of  the  defects  this  year  with  those  of  the  four 
(4)  previous  years  is  here  given: 


1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

No.  Examined, 

2,014 

1,902 

2,299 

2,290 

2,201 

Defects  Found: 

Appearance, 

154 

72 

30 

23 

21 

Nutrition, 

211 

80 

89 

71 

43 

Posture, 

438 

160 

113 

98 

46 

Scalp, 

329 

200 

105 

77 

51 

Skin, 

119 

52 

34 

18 

11 

Teeth, 

745 

457 

362 

347 

438 

Throat, 

4  867 

561 

395 

345 

386 

I^ose, 

55 

15 

5 

7 

1 

Glands, 

137 

64 

36 

32 

14 

Heart, 

80 

24 

22 

67 

50 

Lungs, 

13 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Feet, 

10 

11 

6 

0 

0 

Spine, 

17 

16 

18 

21 

5 

Total  3,175    1,715    1,206    1,106  1,086 

There  has  been  an  almost  marked  decrease  in  each 
defect  found,  the  only  exceptions  being  "Teeth"  and 
"Throat",  where  there  has  been  rather  a  marked  increase, 
especially  in  "Teeth".  The  total  number  of  defects 
found — one  thousand  eighty-six  (1,086) — is  twenty  (20) 
less  than  that  of  1926.  This  decrease  of  twenty  (20) 
does  not  seem  large,  except  when  you  consider  that  the 
increase  in  "Teeth"  and  "Throat"  defects  is  approxi- 


mately  one  hundred  forty  (140)  more  than  those  of  last 
year.  Most  of  these  "Teeth"  and  "Throat"  defects  are 
remediable.  If  parents  would  only  sense  the  importance 
of  taking  care  of  these  defects,  they  would,  without  doubt, 
had  they  the  means,  have  them  remedied. 

The  general  shrinkage  in  the  number  of  defects, 
viewed  over  this  period  of  five  (5)  years,  is  the  strongest 
testimony  of  the  effectiveness  of  health  work  as  con- 
ducted in  the  schools. 

The  work  which  we  have  been  doing  in 
Tuberculosis    detection  of  tuberculosis  since  1921  is 

still  being  as  intensively  pursued  as  ever. 
Recently,  Dr.  Chadwick,  Superintendent  of  the  Westfield 
Sanatorium  and  Head  of  the  work  being  conducted  by  the 
State  on  its  $500,000  ten-year  program  in  detecting 
tuberculosis  among  school  children,  stated  in  a  lecture 
that  the  first  work  of  this  sort  done  in  any  school  system 
was  in  Westfield  in  1920,  when  he  requested  permission 
of  the  school  authorities  there  to  weigh  and  measure 
pupils  in  one  school.  The  first  school  system  to  ask 
that  this  work  be  clone  was  Palmer.  The  request  came 
a  few  months  after  his  experiment  in  Westfield.  These 
two  (2)  experiments  were  responsible  for  the  State  even- 
tually launching  out  upon  such  an  extensive  program. 
Before  its  work  is  finished,  these  examinations  will  be 
given  to  all  the  school  children  in  the  State.  The  Hamp- 
den County  Tuberculosis  and  Public  Health  Association 
has  always  co-operated  very  extensively  in  this  work.  In 
fact,  much  of  the  credit  for  the  good  results  secured 
belongs  to  them. 

Briefly,  the  statistics  of  the  clinics  held  under  their 
auspices  during  the  past  year  are  as  follows : 
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Clinics 


Number  Children  Examined  53 

Number  Tuberculin  Tests  Taken,  23 

Number  Positive,  11 

Number  Negative,  17 


Number  Children  X-rayed,  31 

Number  Negative,  15 

Number  Suspicious,  12 

Number  Positive  Hilum,  4 


PENNY  SAVINGS 


The  Penny  Savings  report  from  November  1,  1921, 
to  July  1,  1927,  is  as  follows : 


No.  of  Deposits 

Amount 

Thorndike  Street 

9,412) 

$2,399.37) 

Park  Street 

34,891) 

9,507.06) 

Three  Rivers 

16,182 

6,465.05 

Wenimisset 

3,987 

1,062.42 

Thorndike 

14,524 

5,577.05 

Bondsville 

19,386 

5,924.84 

Quabaug 

3,157 

2,168.55 

Forest  Lake 

1,143 

303.04 

Palmer  Center 

700 

122.17 

103,382 

$33,529.55 
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The  report  from  September,  1926,  to  July,  1927,  the 
last  school  year,  is  as  follows: 


i\o.  oi  jjeposiis 

Thorndike  Street 

6,049 

$1,467.05 

Park  Street 

12,460 

2,907.07 

Three  Rivers 

4,999 

1,563.60 

Wenimisset 

2,186 

414.75 

Thorndike 

2,944 

774.15 

Bondsville 

5,148 

1,428.89 

Quabaug 

1,250 

598.58 

Forest  Lake 

424 

79.28 

Palmer  Center 

346 

39.36 

35,806 

$9,272.73 

PROMOTIONS 

The  promotion  statistics  for  the  last  school  year, 
compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  are  here  given : 

Comparison 

No.  of     Promoted    Promoted  Not 

Uncondi-  Condi- 
Pupils       tionally       tionally  Promoted 


1926 

1927 

1926 

1927 

1926 

1927 

1926 

1927 

9 

91 

101 

83 

100 

7 

1 

1 

0 

8 

108 

131 

81 

101 

22 

26 

5 

4 

7 

183 

172 

114 

116 

49 

41 

20 

15 

6 

199 

218 

141 

171 

45 

40 

13 

7 

5 

241 

180 

193 

142 

36 

33 

12 

5 

4 

220 

205 

160 

147 

46 

37 

14 

21 

3 

238 

238 

181 

191 

27 

20 

30 

27 

2 

281 

268 

241 

224 

19 

17 

21 

27 

1 

300 

271 

250 

227 

11 

6 

39 

38 

Total 


1,861  1,784  1,444  1,419    262    221    155  144 
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The  percentage  of  pupils  not  promoted  for  1926-1927 
is  one-fourth  (14)  per  cent,  lower  than  for  1925-1926. 
The  percentage  of  failures  of  promotion  is  gradually  get- 
ting smaller  and  smaller  each  year. 

EXAMINATIONS 

The  results  obtained  in  the  mid-year  and  final  tests 
since  the  time  of  their  inception  is  here  given  in  tabulated 
form : 


cd 
a 
a 


2 

p 

> 

<s 
cd 

5' 

F 

cd 

CO 
CO 


CD 

a 

s  o 


fD 

CD 
3 


3 

©^ 

©  t3C 


3  hd 

?  S 

o 

©  >  2 

°  <  3. 

CD  ^ 

3  3? 

OQ 

o  W 

CD 
CD 


3  2 

o  o 


2 

?  3 
o 

e-t-  &>  CD    e+   ►>  H 

po   S   ^  £   CD  ^ 


po 

©  3' 
F 

CD 
CO 
CO 


po 

3    £?  3 

-3  crq 

5  3-  H 

o5*  Oq  CD 
cc 

s?  * 

CD 


CD 


l— ' 

to 

as 

00 

tO 

5° 

I—1 

© 

to 

CO 

00 

CO 

00 

CO 

o 

CO 

cn 

LNJ 

_ 

1— 1 

4^ 

t— 1 

1— 1 

H* 

cn 

CO 

Cn 

cn 

I—1 

CO 

-3 

cn 

LNJ 

CO 

I—1 

CO 

CO 

CO 

M 

as 

M 

© 

CO 

00 

00 

CO 

00 

CO 

cn 

to 

,rv. 
H-^ 

h- 1 

00 

w> 

f— * 

to 

'cn 

CO 

J-1 

00 

00 

Cn 

© 

as 

WW 

cn 

M 

M 

K*l 
LNJ 

cn 

I—1 

CO 

b 

M 

© 

cn 

cn 

o 

_^ 

00 

CO 

cn 

I—1 

H» 

to 

as 

o 

t— 1 

to 

CO 

cn 

bo 

tO 

DO 

00 

I—1 

CO 

CO 

CO 

to 

as 

CO 

cn 

to 

as 

as 

co 

00 

00 

o 

cn 

o 

as 

o 

M 

M 

CO 

as 

bo 

as 

i— 1 

CO 

CO 

bo 

LO 

to 

to 

as 

00 

CO 

to 

to 

cn 

00 

© 

to 

*^ 

cn 

to 

~q 

t— 1 

to 

cn 

-q 

CO 

M 

CO 

cn 

h-i 

00 

1— 1 

CO 

cn 

CO 

to 

00 

CO 

cn 

cn 

CO 

cn 

CO 

I—1 

cn 

CO 

*4^ 

as 

as 

CO 

cn 

CO 

00 

00 

to 

CO 

co 

M 

CO 

to 

to 

O 

as 

cn 

00 

CO 

~q 

Cn 

cn 

cn 

CO 

© 

CO 

00 

cn 

CO 

J-1 

cn 

4^ 

C-3  . 

.  to 

as- 

o 

I—1  -3 


CO 


CO 

as  M 

as  as 

co  ^ 

cn 

cn 

to  to 


as 

9s  cn 

as  cn 

CO  00 


00 

as 
cn  co 

00 

p  -1 

oo  to 

Cn  to 


00 

»-i  cn 


o 


CO 


M  o 

O  H-i 


w 

00 


CO 


oo  cn 


co 


CO 


CO 

cn 
co 


4^  to 


cn  i— i 
to  ^ 


to 


CO 


00  CO 

P  to 

CO  ~3 

O  CO 


CO 

to 

oo 


CO 

to 

00 


CO 

to 


o  CO 

o  to 
O  cn 


CO  CO 

oo  to 
to  cn 


o  co 
to 
cn  as 


o  CD 
o  to 
oo  as 


©  © 

tO 

©i  — 1 


© 
to 


—: 

c 


Mid-year 

Final 

Mid-year 

Final 
Mid-year 

Final 

Mid-year 

Final 

Mid-year 
Final 

Mid-year 
Final 


141 


It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  there  has  been  a  lessen- 
ing in  the  percentage  of  pupils  averaging  less  than 
seventy  per  cent.  (10%  )  year  by  year.  During  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  the  lessening  was  very  marked.  During 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  the  lessening  is  not  as  marked 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  percentage  of  failures  has 
reached  such  a  low  point  that  further  marked  decreases 
are  impossible.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  percentages 
obtained  in  both  mid-years  and  finals  are  smaller  than  in 
any  previous  year. 


EXTENSION  WORK 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  kind  of  extension 
work  done  during  the  past  year. 

About  seventy-six  (76)  pupils  were  en- 
Americanization  rolled  in  the  various  Americanization 

classes.  At  the  closing  exercises  in 
April,  fifty-four  (54)  State  certificates  were  awarded  to 
pupils  in  the  following  classes : 

Adult, 

Intermediate, 
Beginners, 


54 


16 

28 
10 


They  were  awarded  to  men  and  women  in  the  various 
villages  as  follows : 

Three  Rivers,  23 
Thorndike,  13 
Bondsville,  9 
Palmer,  9 


54 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  reiterate  what  has  been  said  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  (10)  years  about  the  importance  of  this 
work.  It  is  sufficient  to  state  that  there  is  not  a  phase 
of  our  school  work  which  is  of  greater  importance  than 
this. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Hampden 
Home  Bureau  County   Improvement   League,  several 

adult  projects  have  been  carried  on  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Classes  in  Home  Nursing,  Millinery, 
Clothing,  Foods,  etc.,  have  been  conducted  in  Palmer  and 
in  one  of  the  other  villages.  Great  interest  is  shown  by 
the  women  in  these  projects  and  much  valuable  informa- 
tion and  skill  are  acquired  by  them. 

The  work  done  by  the  boys  and  girls  in 
Boys'  and  Girls'  the  various  gardening  and  canning  clubs, 
Club  Work  carried  on  during  the  past  year  in  con- 
junction with  the  Hampden  County  Im- 
provement League,  was  good.  Their  work  compared 
favorably  with  that  done  in  other  towns  and  cities  in  the 
county.  They  won  the  usual  number  of  prizes  at  the 
Eastern  States  Exposition.  A  few  of  our  boys  and  girls 
have  clone,  over  a  period  of  several  years,  outstanding 
work. 

OPPORTUNITY  CLASS 

Seventy-three  (73)  different  pupils  were  enrolled  in 
the  Opportunity  Class  in  the  Wenimisset  School  during 
the  past  year.  At  the  present  time,  fifty-nine  (59) 
pupils  are  attending  this  class.  There  are  three  (3) 
full-time  teachers,  together  with  one  (1)  who  does  part- 
time  work.  No  work  is  as  much  misunderstood  by 
parents  and  others  as  is  the  work  of  this  class.  The  aim, 
motive,  and  method  of  this  sort  of  work  have  been  set 
forth  fully  in  years  past,  both  in  school  reports  and  in  the 
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ljcal  papers.  This  work  has  been  carried  on  now  some 
six  (6)  or  seven  (7)  years  locally.  I  believe  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  efforts  that  the  local  schools  make  in  behalf  of 
its  pupils. 

Recently,  the  State  Department  of  Education  has 
issued  regulations  for  the  establishment  of  such  classes  as 
required  by  General  Laws,  Chapter  71,  Section  46.  I 
believe  a  statement  of  the  law  and  regulations  at  this 
time  is  desirable.  In  addition,  opinions  from  the  Attor- 
ney-General of  the  State  in  reply  to  three  (3)  questions  is 
given. 

Law  and  Attorney-GeneraPs  Opinion 

Chapter  71,  section  46,  General  Laws,  as  amended  by 
Statutes,  1922,  chapter  231: 

The  school  committee  of  every  town  shall  annually 
ascertain,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  department 
and  the  commissioner  of  mental  diseases,  the  number  of 
children  three  years  or  more  retarded  in  mental  develop- 
ment in  attendance  upon  its  public  schools,  or  of  school 
age  and  resident  therein.  At  the  beginning  of  each 
school  year,  the  committee  of  every  town  where  there  are 
ten  or  more  such  children  shall  establish  special  classes 
for  their  instruction  according  to  their  mental  attain- 
ments, under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  department. 
No  child  under  the  control  of  the  department  of  public 
welfare  or  of  the  child  welfare  division  of  the  institutions 
department  of  the  city  of  Boston  who  is  three  years  or 
more  retarded  in  mental  development  within  the  meaning 
of  this  section,  shall,  after  complaint  made  by  the  school 
committee  to  the  department  of  public  welfare  or  said 
division,  be  placed  in  a  town  which  is  not  required  to 
maintain  a  special  class  as  provided  for  in  this  section. 

Attorney-General  Arthur  K.  Reading,  in  reply  to 
three  questions  said  in  part, — 

"You  have  addressed  to  me  the  following  questions: 
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"1.  Can  the  school  committee  require  that  any 
child  of  school  age  shall  be  examined  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  children  who  are  mentally  retarded  ? 

"2.  Can  the  school  committee  compel  the  attendance 
at  the  special  classes  established  under  this  section  of 
children  who  are  found  to  be  three  or  more  years  mentally 
retarded  ? 

"3.  Must  the  school  committee  require  all  children 
who  are  found  to  be  three  or  more  years  retarded  to 
attend  such  classes  or  may  it  use  its  discretion  ?" 

"  .  .  .  A  regulation  of  your  department  providing  for  such 
an  appropriate  examination  under  G.  L.,  c.  71,  sec.  46, 
could  not  necessarily  be  said  to  be  unreasonable  or  arbi- 
trary, and  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  mentally  re- 
tarded children  of  school  age  a  school  committee  would  be 
bound  to  follow  such  a  regulation  of  your  department,  and 
the  committee's  requirement  that  a  child  should  be  so 
examined  under  your  regulations  would  not,  in  my  opinion 
be  unlawful. 

"As  to  your  second  question:  The  special  classes  for 
school  children  of  retarded  mental  development,  estab- 
lished under  G.  L.,  c.  71,  sec.  46,  as  amended,  appear  from 
the  provisions  of  that  statute  to  be  a  regular  part  of  the 
school  system  as  much  as  other  classes  or  grades  to  which 
children  in  the  schools  may  be  assigned,  and  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  attendance  at  these  special  classes  may  be 
compelled  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the 
attendance  of  school  children  in  other  classes  of  the  public 
schools. 

"As  to  your  third  question :  The  regulations  of  your 
department  relative  to  the  establishment,  for  school  child- 
ren of  the  retarded  mental  development  specified  in  the 
instant  statute,  of  'special  classes  for  their  instruction 
according  to  their  mental  attainments,'  in  so  far  as  they 
cover  the  field  of  requirements,  as  to  what  children  shall 
be  required  to  attend  such  classes,  are  binding  upon  a 
school  committee  and  it  cannot  exercise  discretion  as  to 
requiring  attendance  within  such  field.     If  there  are  indi- 
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vidual  cases  which  are  not  covered  by  your  regulation,  a 
school  committee  may  exercise  discretion  within  the 
requirements  of  the  statute  in  determining  the  form  of 
instruction  suited  to  the  attainments  of  the  mentally 
retarded  children  under  its  care." 

The  reply,  in  sum  and  substance,  can  be  summarized 
in  one  word,  "Yes". 


Regulations 

Prescribed  by  the  Department  under  which  Towns  and 
Cities  shall  Establish  Special  Classes  for  Children  Three 
or  More  Years  Retarded. 

(Chapter  71,  Section  46,  General  Laws) 

1.  The  school  committee  shall  require  the  examina- 
tion of  all  children  of  school  age  residing  in  the  town  who 
appear  to  be  three  or  more  years  retarded  in  mental  devel- 
opment. The  examination  shall  be  given  by  the  State 
Department  of  Mental  Diseases  or  an  examiner  approved 
by  that  Department. 

2.  All  children  of  school  age  found  to  be  three  years 
or  more  mentally  retarded,  by  examination  as  herein 
provided,  shall  be  assigned  to  a  special  class  unless  in- 
struction approved  by  the  Department  of  Education  is 
provided.  No  child  shall  be  placed  in  a  special  class 
unless  the  examination  shows  him  to  be  three  or  more 
years  retarded  in  mental  development. 

3.  A  re-examination  of  all  special  class  pupils  shall 
be  made  by  the  examiner  at  least  every  two  years. 
Unusual  cases  shall  be  examined  yearly. 

4.  The  school  committee  shall  require  the  atten- 
dance of  all  pupils  assigned  to  special  classes. 

5.  The  registration  at  any  one  time  in  a  class  shall 
not  exceed  eighteen  pupils. 

6.  Only  those  children  whose  mental  age  is  such 
that  they  can  profit  by  instruction  in  a  special  class  and 
whose  presence  is  not  detrimental  to  other  members  of 
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the  class  shall  be  admitted.  Except  in  unusual  cases 
children  with  a  mental  age  below  five  shall  not  be 
admitted. 

7.  At  least  two  hours  per  day  of  some  form  of 
handwork,  such  as  is  suggested  in  the  following  course  of 
study,  shall  be  given  to  all  pupils. 

8.  Teachers  of  special  classes  shall  have  access  to 
records  of  examination,  which  shall  be  held  by  them  as 
strictly  confidential. 

CONTINUATION  SCHOOL 

The  enrollment  in  the  Continuation  School  for  the 
last  school  year  was  one  hundred  sixty-two  (162),  madt 
up  of  eighty-nine  (89)  girls  and  seventy-three  (73)  boys. 

The  total  expenditures  for  the  year  were  $6,753.11, 
divided  as  follows :— MAINTENANCE— Administration, 
$225.00;  Instruction,  $4,475.64;  Auxiliary  Agencies, 
$764.19;  Operation  of  Plant,  $1,210.00;  Repairs  and  Re- 
placements, $26.78 ;  Total,  $6,701.61.  ESTABLISH- 
MENT AND  EXTENSION  OF  PLANT— Construction, 
$45.50;  Equipment,  $6.00;  Total,  $51.50;  Grand  Total, 
$6,753.11. 

The  receipts  were  as  follows : — Tuition,  $369.52 ; 
Smith-Hughes  Act,  $335.14;  Cash  Received  from  Work 
and  Products,  $93.70 ;  Total,  $798.36. 

The  State  re-imbursed  the  Town  fifty  per  cent.  (50'  <  ) 
upon  $5,903.25,  the  re-imbursement  netting  Palmer 
$2,951.63.  The  difference  between  the  total  cost  of 
operation,  $6,753.11,  and  the  amount  upon  which  re- 
imbursement was  made,  $5,903.25,  is  found  by  deducting 
from  the  former,  $51.50,  expenditure  for  establishment 
and  extension  of  plant — a  non-re-imburseable  expenditure 
by  the  State,  yet  a  necessary  expenditure — plus  the 
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$798.36  received  from  Tuition,  Smith-Hughes,  and  Cash 
from  Work  and  Products  (revenue  received  and  turned 
directly  into  the  Town  Treasurer).  The  difference  is 
$849.86. 

The  direct  cost  to  Palmer  was  $3,003.12.  From  this 
must  be  deducted  $732.50 — an  amount  charged  for  cleri- 
cal, janitorial,  and  operation  expenses  which  is  not  an 
additional  expenditure  caused  by  the  Continuation 
School —  to  get  the  actual  cost  to  Palmer.  This  makes 
the  actual  cost  $2,270.63. 

COST 

Volumes  could  be  written  upon  cost.  Cost  could  be 
analyzed  very  minutely.  A  complete  story  of  every 
factor  entering  into  it  could  be  given.  Reasons  for  every 
thing  done — and  justifiable  ones,  at  that — could  be 
advanced. 

It  has  been  shown  that  the  increase  in  cost  of  educa- 
tion in  Palmer  is  not  an  isolated  instance;  that  it  is,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  absolute  keeping  with  the  experience  of 
every  school  system  throughout  the  State  and  country. 
(Not  only  in  schools,  but  also  in  homes,  commercial 
houses,  mills,  professional  offices,  etc.,  has  this  increase 
taken  place.) 

Comparison  with  others  engaged  in  the 
State  Comparison  same  endeavor  is  the  only  way  to  gage 

one's  own  status.  This  is  done  in  the 
table  immediately  following. 

An  explanation  is  essential  to  a  full  understanding  of 
the  table.  This  is  a  state-wide  comparison.  The  figures 
are  taken  from  reports  of  the  State  Department  of  Edu- 
cation, entitled  "Statistics  of  the  Public  Schools."  One 
report  is  missing — 1921.     In  these  reports,  statistics  are 
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given  for  every  one  of  the  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355) 
towns  and  cities  in  the  State,  which  are  divided  into  four 
(4)  Groups: — Group  I,  Cities  (There  are  39)  ;  Group  II, 
Towns  of  5,000  Population  or  Over — Palmer  is  a  member 
of  this  group  (There  are  79.)  ;  Group  III,  Towns  of  Less 
than  5,000  Population  and  Maintaining  High  Schools 
(There  are  113.)  ;  Group  IV,  Towns  of  Less  than  5,000 
Population  and  Not  Maintaining  High  Schools  (There  are 
124.). 

The  Average  Cost  Per  Pupil  Based  On  Net  Average 
Membership  for  each  Group  and  the  State — figured  by  the 
State  Department — is  given.  Along  side  of  these  is 
given  Palmer's,  as  figured  by  the  State  Department. 

Total  Cost  Per  Pupil 
Group  1  II       III       IV     State  Palmer 


1917  $47.68  $43.35  $46.20  $51.40  $46.82  $30.44 

1918  52.25  46.59  50.21  §  §  34.35 

1919  58.07  53.96  58.44  56.66  57.20  38.58 

1920  73.65  67.78  71.64  69.19  72.12  44.99 

1922  81.38  76.02  80.87  83.58  80.35  73.59 

1923  85.13  78.40  82.79  86.58  83.65  77.55 

1924  88.43  80.19  85.39  89.03  86.54  79.07 

1925  90.09  82.72  88.78  92.88  88.52  78.87 

1926  95.32  85.13  93.74  95.00  92.77  76.09 


Average         $74.67  $68.24  $72.78  $78.04  $75.99  $59.28 


§  Missing  in  State  Report. 

Carefully  study  these  figures.  Compare  Palmer's 
cost  with  that  of  any  group  in  the  same  year  and  see  if 
one  can  be  found  in  the  nine  years  given  that  is  lower. 
You  can  not. 
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Compare  her  average  of  the  average  costs  for  the 
full  nine  years  with  that  of  each  group  and  of  the  State. 
You  will  find  it  $15.39  less  than  that  of  Group  I ;  $8.96 
less  than  that  of  Group  II ;  $13.50  less  than  that  of  Group 
III;  $18.76  less  than  that  of  Group  IV;  $16.71  less  than 
that  of  the  State. 

Palmer's  standing  in  the  State  in  the  average  expen- 
diture per  pupil  in  average  membership  from  all  sources 

is  two  hundred  ninety-three  (293)  in  a  possible  three 
hundred  fifty-five  (355).  In  other  words,  only  sixty-two 
(62)  towns  have  a  smaller  cost. 

Such  a  comparison  would  seem  to  indicate  that,  if 
increased  school  expenditure  is  a  fault,  a  disease,  or  a 
sign  of  inefficiency,  Palmer  is  rather  mildly  affected. 
Such  a  comparison  should  be  direct  refutation  of  any 
charge  of  extravagance. 

Tax  rate  is  always  a  mooted  question. 
Tax  Rate  Any  intelligent  comparison  on  a  state- 
wide basis  must  consider  one  prime 
thing — uniformity  of  valuation.  If  valuations  are  ex- 
tremely low,  rates  must  be  high;  if  valuations  are  high, 
rates  must  be  low.  This  is  axiomatic.  To  get  a  uni- 
formly applied  method  of  evaluating  property  on  a  state- 
wide basis  is  impossible,  for  reasons  too  many  to  enu- 
merate here.  Yet,  taken  all  in  all,  the  comparison  made 
by  the  State  Department  of  Education  is  probably  as 
fair  a  method  of  comparison  as  any. 

It  sets  forth  these  interesting  facts  for  the  year 
1926: — (1)  Group  I  has  an  average  tax  rate  of  $31.34; 
(2)  Group  II — Palmer  is  in  this — has  an  average  tax  rate 
of  $31.60;  (3)  Group  III  has  an  average  tax  rate  of 
$29.36;  (4)  Group  IV  has  an  average  tax  rate  of  $27.23; 
(5)  the  State  has  an  average  tax  rate  of  $29.31 ;  (6) 
Palmer's  rate  is  $24.60. 
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Palmer's  rate  is  $6.74  less  than  that  of  Group  I ;  $7.00 
less  than  that  of  Group  II;  $4.76  less  than  that  of  Group 
III;  $2.63  less  than  that  of  Group  IV;  $4.71  less  than  that 
of  the  State. 

Out  of  three  hundred  fifty-five  (355)  towns  and 
cities,  there  are  only  seventy-four  (74)  with  a  lower  tax 
rate,  or,  in  other  words,  two  hundred  eighty  (280)  have  a 
higher  rate. 

For  your  full  understanding  of  Palmer's 
State  Rank     relative  position  in  the  State  in  all 

matters  that  enter  into  a  complete  analy- 
sis of  all  factors  that  should  be  considered  in  an  exhaus- 
tive study  of  school  costs,  this  statement  is  given: — 
There  are  three  hundred  fifty-five  cities  and  towns  in  the 
State.  Palmer's  relative  standing  is  as  follows: — Popu- 
lation, 67;  Valuation  of  1926  per  Pupil  in  Net  Average 
Membership,  Year  Ending  June  30,  1927,  256;  Expendi- 
ture for  School  Support  from  Local  Taxation,  Fiscal  Year 
1926,  per  $1,000  Valuation,  86 ;  Per  Capita  Cost  for  Sup- 
port of  Public  Schools,  Fiscal  Year  1926,  from  Local  Tax- 
ation, 231;  Per  Capita  State  Reimbursement,  300;  Per 
Capita  Cost  for  Support  of  Public  Schools,  Fiscal  Year 
1926,  from  All  Sources,  293. 

In  the  May  Report  to  the  School  Com- 
Comparison  of  mittee,  the  Superintendent  gave  a  com- 
1913  and  1924  parison  of  local  school  costs  in  1913  and 

1924,  with  an  analysis  of  the  1924  costs 
upon  the  basis  of  the  1913  dollar.  In  order  that  it  may 
be  studied  by  all  interested  in  local  school  costs,  it  is  here 
quoted : 

"The  question  of  public  school  costs  in  the  United 
States  is  as  wide-spread  as  the  country  itself.  Every 
town  and  city  in  the  nation  thinks,  often,  that  the  condi- 
tion is  a  more  or  less  purely  local  one.     It  is  not. 
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"1  have  kept  closely  in  touch  with  costs,  not  only 
locally,  but  country-wide.  I  have  statistics  and  causes  on 
a  country-wide  basis.  What  is  true  of  our  costs,  is  like- 
wise true  of  others,  with  one  exception — that  ours,  as  a 
rule,  show  a  lesser,  rather  than  a  greater,  increase. 

"Dr.  Moore,  our  Chairman,  read  a  statement  at  a 
recent  meeting  headed  'Increase  of  200  Per  Cent,  in 
Public  School  Costs  in  United  States'.  The  following  is 
quoted  from  it : — 

'Public  school  costs  in  the  United  States  have  in- 
creased 200  per  cent  in  11  years  according  to  an  estimate 
announced  during  the  past  week  by  the  United  States 
bureau  of  education.  Total  expenditures  of  the  public 
schools  in  the  nation  were  estimated  by  the  bureau  to 
have  increased  from  $522,000,000  in  1913  to  $1,821,000,- 
000  in  1924,  or  more  than  200  per  cent. 

'The  cost  of  living  increased  about  72  per  cent,  during 
the  same  11  years.  As  the  bureau  estimated  it,  the  ex- 
penditure in  1913  of  522  million  dollars  had  a  purchasing 
power  of  that  amount,  but  the  expenditure  in  1924  of 
$1,821,000,000  had  a  purchasing  power,  in  comparison,  of 
only  $1,056,000,000.  This  estimate  would  make  the 
actual  increase  in  cost  about  100  per  cent.,  the  shrinkage 
being  accounted  for  by  the  decreased  purchasing  power 
of  the  dollar  chiefly  by  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  living. 

'Important  factors  responsible  for  the  increase  in 
total  annual  expenditures  on  school  support  in  the  United 
States  are  the  decrease  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
dollar ;  the  great  increase  in  school  enrollment  and  atten- 
dance and  consequent  increase  in  number  of  teachers  and 
equipment  necessitated  thereby;  the  large  proportionate 
increase  in  attendance  at  secondary  schools;  the  provision 
of  better  facilities,  particularly  those  which  satisfy  the 
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needs  of  a  broader  curriculum  involving  additional  special 
subjects  and  teachers,  and  the  need  of  a  large  school 
building  program  because  of  the  practical  stagnation  of 
building  and  improvement  during  the  war  period. 

'It  should  be  remembered  that  we  expect  more  of 
our  schools  now  than  in  the  past  and  that  we  expect  also 
better  work,  better  trained  teachers,  a  far  broader  train- 
ing, more  consideration  to  hygienic  and  sanitary  condi- 
tions of  buildings  and  grounds,  and  the  like,  and  that 
materialization  of  all  these  ideals  means  vastly  increased 
expenditure  of  money.' 

'This  article  aroused  my  curiosity  as  to  how  we  com- 
pared with  this  general  trend  for  these  specific  years — 
1913  and  1924.  I,  therefore,  made  a  careful  study  of  the 
costs  of  these  years.  This,  I  present  in  as  brief  a  form 
as  possible. 


1913 

1924 

1). 

Total  Cost 

$43,236.15 

$181,732.35 

2). 

Regular  Expenditures : 

§43,236.15 

$171,098.74 

High 

$11,691.96 

$  45,119.19 

Grades 

$31,544.19 

$125,979.55 

3). 

Average  Membership: 

1,475.84 

1,959.17 

High 

148.65 

250.1 

Grades 

1,327.19 

1,709.07 

4). 

Cost  Per  Pupil: 

$30.15 

$  87.33 

Grades 

$23.76 

$  73.71 

High 

$78.65 

$180.40 

5). 

Other  Expenditures: 

0.00 

$10,633.61 

Americanization 

0.00 

$  1,870.44 

Continuation 

0.00 

$  6,394.91 

Playgrounds 

0.00 

$  2,368.26 

"In  1913,  Americanization,  Continuation  School,  and 
Playgrounds  were  not  in  force,  as  in  1924,  at  a  cost  of 
$10,633.61. 


"In  1924,  a  Special  Repair  Appropriation  of  $7,015.00, 
repairs  necessary  because  of  former  neglect,  appeared, 
which,  in  any  fair  comparison,  should  be  deducted.  This 
leaves  the  really  comparable  appropriations  of  1913  and 
1924  at  $43,236.15  and  $164,083.74,  respectively. 

"On  the  basis  of  a  72%  increase  in  the  cost  of  living 
in  1924  over  1913,  $164,083.74  is  172%  of  the  cost  in  1913 
dollars,  or  $95,397.52,  which  would  have  been  the  cost 
were  a  dollar  the  same  dollar  in  purchasing  power  in 
1924  as  in  1913. 

"This  $95,397.52  does  not,  nevertheless,  represent 
an  exact  duplication  of  conditions  other  than  dollars.  For 
instance,  there  were  250.10  pupils  in  average  membership 
in  the  High  School  in  1924  against  148.65  in  1913,  an 
increase  of  101.45;  1,709.07  in  the  grades  in  1924  against 
1,327.19  in  1913,  an  increase  of  381.88. 

"An  increase  of  101.45  at  the  cost  per  pupil  in  1913 — 
$78.65 — would  account  for  an  increase  in  cost  in  the  High 
School  of  $7,969.04 ;  an  increase  of  381.88  at  the  cost  of 
$23.76  would  mean  an  increase  of  $9,076.47  in  the  grades. 

"Were  these,  then,  figured  on  the  basis  of  1913  costs, 
the  total  cost  would  be  $43,236.15 — actual  cost  of  1913 — , 
plus  $7,969.04 — increase  in  High  School  cost — ,  plus 
$9,076.47 — increase  in  grade  cost — ,  or  a  total  cost  of 
$60,306.66. 

"The  difference  in  cost  between  $95,597.52 — cost  in 
1924  based  on  the  1913  dollar— and  $60,306.66— the 
"would-have-been"  cost  in  1924  based  on  1913  conditions, 
except  the  dollar — is  $35,072.86.  This  might  be  termed 
the  actual  increase  in  cost — an  increase  of  58%. 

"There  are  yet  other  factors  that  entered  into  this 
$35,072.86  increase— things  that  existed  in  1924  that  did 
not  in  1913,  such  as  a  grade  supervisor  at  $2,000.00  per 
year;  additional  clerk  at  $1,060.00;  manual  training  at 
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$2,000.00 ;  household  arts  at  $2,000.00 ;  additional  fuel  and 
light  at  $9,150.00;  insurance  at  $700.00;  medical  inspec- 
tion at  $2,100.00;  vocational  tuition  at  $1,500.00;  total, 
$20,510.00.  These  are  not  all  the  factors;  there  are  others 
not  so  easily  given  a  financial  denomination.  The  main- 
tenance of  the  new  High  School,  Wenimisset  School,  and 
the  eight-room  addition  on  the  Bondsville  School,  while 
entering  into  some  of  the  allowances  made  in  the  forego- 
ing explanations,  is  not  fully  cared  for  and  cannot  be ;  it, 
if  one  could  figure  it,  would  still  reduce  the  increase. 
Unable  to  value  it,  we  will  forget  it. 

'The  real  net  increase,  as  nearly  as  we  can  thus 
roughly  figure  it,  would  be  the  difference  between  $35,072.- 
86  and  $11,924.42— the  1913  value  of  the  $20,510.00 
spent  in  1924  for  extras,  such  as  grade  supervisor,  etc., — 
which  is  $23,148.44,  which  would  be  only  38%.  The  real 
net  difference,  based  upon  the  figures  given  above,  with 
little — if  any — doubling,  is  not  large." 

During  two  periods,  school  co?ts  are 
Stop !  Look !  always  assailed — period  of  high  taxation 
Listen!        and  periods  of  business  depression.  The 

schools,  of  all  public  departments,  are 
generally  "picked  upon"  because,  by  the  very  nature  of 
things,  they  are  the  largest  spenders  of  public  money. 
Then,  again,  the  output  of  the  schools  is  an  intangible 
product;  the  effect  of  curtailment  is  not  so  apparent  and 
immediate  as  if  the  product  was  measurable. 

Curtail  your  highway  department  and  you  soon  have 
poor  roads.  Curtail  your  police  department  and  you  get 
inadequate  protection  against  thievery,  assault,  etc.  Cur- 
tail your  fire  department  and  you  see  losses,  otherwise 
preventable,  occur.  These  are  all  physical  and,  there- 
fore, easily  recognized  as  impairment  of  public  service. 

School  losses  are  not  so  easily  discerned ;  yet,  the 
losses  are  vastly  more  irreparable.     You  can  stand  loss 
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of  money  or  property.  Can  you  stand  your  child  or  your 
neighbor's  child  being  cheated  out  of  his  birthright: — at 
least,  his  birthright  in  America — a  good  education? 
Remember  the  child  passes  this  way  but  once.  What  he 
fails  to  get  in  his  youth,  is  almost  ungettable  at  any  other 
time  in  life.  Are  you  willing,  for  a  few  paltry  dollars, 
to  accept  the  responsibility  for  his  failure  to  get  what  is 
his  due?  I  am  not.  None  of  us  can  dodge  this  res- 
ponsibility. We  may  think  we  can,  but  we  can  not.  We 
may  think  we  can  shunt  it  off  upon  somebody  else,  but  we 
can  not.  We  may  not  sense  we  have  it,  but  we  have, 
nevertheless.  It  is  ours.  Shall  we  do  our  duty,  or  shall 
we  shirk?     Whatever  we  do,  we  "get  ours"  accordingly. 

This  report  may  not  seem  to  run  true  to 
Conclusion  our  opening  declaration — that  it  would 
be  brief.  In  view  of  what  should,  and 
could,  be  said,  it  is  concise.  This  report  is  one  of  the  few 
avenues  that  the  schools  have  of  "getting  across"  infor- 
mation. That  we  use  so  little — rather  than  so  much — of 
space  is  to  be  wondered  at.  It  may  seem  long  to  you ;  to 
us,  it  seems  short. 

One  phrase — partiality  for  none;  justice  for  all — 
expresses  our  endeavors  in  conducting  your  schools.  Our 
desires  are  strong;  our  attempts  are  often  weak — not 
from  lack  of  effort,  but  because  of  human  fraility. 

Due  recognition  of  the  valued  consideration  and 
timely  efforts  of  the  School  Committee  is  hereby  given; 
of  the  zeal,  enthusiasm,  and  endeavors  of  the  teachers ;  of 
the  co-operation,  in  the  main,  of  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CLIFTON  H.  HOBSON 

Superintendent  of  Schools 
Palmer,  Mass.,  January  5.  1928. 
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COST  PER  SCHOOL 


Thorndike 

Park 

Three 

High 

Street 

Street 

Rivers 

Commercial  $ 

7,102.10 

Fuel  and  Light 

2,182.80 

605.60 

1,059.29 

1,998.88 

Furniture  and  Furnishings 

139.08 

16.20 

116.76 

8.50 

General  Expenses 

127.99 

66.75 

59.00 

64.05 

Janitors'  Services 

2,590.93 

1,200.10 

1,200.10 

395.10 

Maintenance  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

894.26 

287.42 

278.86 

198.54 

Music,  Manual  Training 

and  Drawing 

321.43 

428.28 

503.20 

487.96 

Other  Expenses 

2,259.01 

1,329.94 

660.59 

770.84 

Repairs 

498.16 

131.49 

801.04 

40.57 

Teachers'  Salaries 

21,970.60 

10,777.08 

12,897.86 

10,375.93 

Textbooks  and  Supplies 

2,374.37 

580.38 

485.67 

684.12 

Transportation 

4,128.20 

1,628.81 

1,501.30 

184.50 

Day  Schools  $ 

44,588.93 

$  17,052.05 

$  19,563.67 

S  15,208.99 

Americanization 

Continuation 

44,588.93 

$  17,052.05 

$  19,563.67 

$  15,208.99 

Average  Membership 

289.61 

264.57 

376.97 

268.81 

Cost  per  Pupil  based  on 

average  membership 

$153.96 

$  64.45 

S  51.90 

$  56.58 

^enimisset 

Thorndike 

Bondsville 

Quabaug 

District 

Office 

Total 

S  7,102.10 

978.20 

1,668.82 

1,148.97 

543.70 

111.50 

10,297.76 

14.14 

156.35 

5.80 

100.43 

557.26 

58.59 

49.00 

G9.70 

42.93 

11.30 

7,639.95 

8,189.26 

395.10 

1,100.00 

1,700.10 

1,100.00 

100.00 

9,781.43 

274.05 

189.94 

366.44 

377.37 

77.46 

2,944.34 

339.94 

587.37 

654.66 

379.28 

121.19 

3,823.31 

677.33 

644.04 

778.00 

1,151.80 

190.62 

8,462.17 

43.68 

399.06 

58.05 

1,972.05 

8,129.77 

9,763.32 

16,643.42 

6,830.38 

2,706.92 

100,095.28 

525.99 

607.63 

770.92 

412.70 

24.80 

6,466.58 

418.20 

141.45 

227.55 

645.14 

604.10 

9,479.25 

11,811.31 

$14,951.60  $ 

>  22,764.62  I 

P  11,641.78  $ 

3,947.89  $ 

7,639.95 

$169,170.79 

1,547.08 

6,608.75 

Ll,811.31 

$14,951.60  t 

>  22,764.62  I 

p  11,641.78  $ 

3,947.89  $ 

7,639.95 

$177,326.62 

148.07 

272.49 

364.11 

170.16 

51.94 

2,206.73 

2,206.73 

$  79.77 

$  54.87 

$  62.52 

$•  68.42 

$  76.01 

$  3.46 

$  76.66 

Appendix 


FINANCIAL 

STATEMENT  FOR  YEAR 

1927 

Appropriation  Expended 

Balance 

Commercial 

$  7,200.00 

$  7,102.10 

$ 

97.90 

Fuel  &  Light 

10,725.00 

10,297.76 

A  Cit~7  O  A 

Furniture  and 

Furnishings 

1,000.00 

557.26 

A  AO  1 A 

44Z.  ( 4 

General  Expenses 

8,760.00 

8,189.26 

570.  /4 

Janitors'  Services 

9,590.00 

9,781.43 

—  191.43 

Maintenance  of  Bldgs. 

and  Grounds 

2,100.00 

2,944.34 

O  A  A  OA 

—  o44.o4 

Music,  Manual  Training 

and  Drawing 

4,000.00 

3,823.31 

176.69 

Other  Expenses 

8,835.39 

8,462.17 

Repairs 

1,500.00 

1,972.05 

—  472.05 

Teachers'  Salaries 

100,895.70 

100,095.28 

800.42 

Textbooks  and 

Supplies 

6,000.00 

6,466.58 

—  466.58 

Transportation 

9,976.02 

9,479.25 

496.77 

Americanization 

1,500.00 

1,547.08 

—  47.08 

Continuation 

7,365.00 

6,608.75 

756.25 

$179,782.25 

$177,661.76 

$ 

2,120.49 

Smith-Hughes  Fund  *335.14 

*335.14 

0.00 

$179,447.11 

$177,326.62 

$ 

2,120.49 

*This  $335.14  is  a  Federal  grant  from  the  Smith- 
Hughes  Fund,  which  cannot  be  turned  into  the  Town 
Treasury,  but  must  be  added  to  the  regular  school  appro- 
priation and  expended  for  Continuation  School  salaries. 


COST  LESS  REIMBURSEMENTS  AND 
REVENUES  RECEIVED  AND  RECEIVABLE 

1927 

§  General  School  Fund  $14,675.60 

§  Continuation  2,951.63 

§  Americanization  633.82 

§  Vocational  School  457.88 
Tuition : 

§       Continuation  369.52 

§       State  Wards  1,507.98 

Towns  3,630.60 

Personal  200.00 

Rentals  468.50 

Telephone  45.75 

t  Smith-Hughes  335.14 

Sale  of  Merchandise  227.95 

§  From  State  of  Massachusetts. 

f  From  United  States  Government. 

Expenditures  $177,661.76 
Reimbursements  and  Receipts  25,504.37 


$25,504.37 


Net  Direct  Cost  $152,157.39 

Average  Membership  2,206.73 
Cost  per  Pupil  Based  on  Average 

Membership,  $68.95  § 

§  This,  in  reality,  is  the  cost  per  pupil  based  on 
money  raised  by  taxation.  The  appropriation  was 
$179,447.11;  to  this  was  added  the  Smith-Hughes  Fund, 
$335.14.  The  total  amount  available  for  expenditure 
was  $179,782.25.  A  balance  of  $2,120.49  was  unex- 
pended, making  the  total  expenditure  $177,661.76.  Our 
reimbursements  and  received  and  receivable  revenues 
were  $25,504.37.  The  amount  spent,  therefore,  from 
money  raised  by  taxation  was  $152,157.39. 
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